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'Oxbridge Six' lead the way
Neil Morrison, Headteacher

Much has been said and written about the 
university applications situation this year, 
most of it of a worrying nature if you are either 

a Year 13 student or the parent of a Year 13 student.  
Increased numbers of applications combined with 
funding cuts are apparently interacting to produce 
a much more competitive market for places at 
universities across the length and breadth of the 
country.  Many talented students are seemingly 
struggling to get o! ers. 

The overall experience of our students so far 
appears to be bucking the trend.  The vast majority 
of the 190 QEHS students who have submitted 
applications through the Universities and Colleges 
Admission System (UCAS) seem to be getting a good 
range of o! ers. 

Most impressively, six students have received 
o! ers of places from colleges at Oxford and 
Cambridge universities.  This represents a 
considerable achievement for each individual student 
because the selection process is extremely rigorous 
and competitive.  Even to get an interview the 
student's application has to be of the highest calibre, 
not just in terms of academic results and predictions, 
but also in terms of the range of other experiences 

and activities the student has been involved in within 
and outside of school.  

The interview process itself is very challenging with 
students typically being interviewed separately by 
two di! erent college dons and being given a range 
of questions and tasks to respond to.  Generally each 
college only o! ers one place for every four students 
interviewed so the QEHS conversion rate of six 
students with o! ers from eleven interviewed is very 
pleasing.

The successful students are a delightful group 
and have o! ers from the colleges listed to study their 
chosen subject. 

Modern and Medieval Languages
   Magdalene College, Cambridge 
Mathematics  Downing College, Cambridge
Natural Sciences Christ's College, Cambridge
Mathematics  Girton College, Cambridge
Philosophy  Homerton College, Cambridge 
Biology  Somerville College, Oxford 

They are a modest bunch and we do not wish to 
increase the pressure on them to get the grades they 
need so we have not listed their names but we wish 
them every success in the challenges they face.

Profile 
Les Palmer 
Assistant Headteacher

I can't believe I've been here at QEHS 
for twenty three years now.  I can 
still remember arriving at the school 
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as a relatively fresh faced and dark 
haired Head of Biology having served 
my science teaching apprenticeship 
at Prudhoe High School for six years 
previously. 

What struck me then, and is 
still true today, was the friendly and 
supportive nature of all the sta!  and the 
high quality relationships established 
between them and their students.  I 
am now an Assistant Headteacher 
with my major responsibility being the 
formulation and running of the school 
timetable.  I have also been known to 
dress up in a Santa suit at Christmas and 
lead the carols in the main school hall"

My fascination with everything 
scienti# c has been with me since I was a 
boy growing up in a small mining village 
in County Durham.  Once at grammar 
school the subject that really got me 
enthused was biology, especially the 
workings of the human body and how 
disease could cause havoc even though 
the organisms that brought about this 
devastation were smaller than the eye 
could see.  As a result I went on to study 
microbiology at university.  

I count myself fortunate in 
working in such a vibrant and exciting 
department with colleagues who share 
my enthusiasm for science.  It was a 

great boost for the school and the 
Science department to be chosen as the 
second specialism and since then we 
have organised several events such as 
the after school Science Club and the 
Year 11 STEM Careers Day to celebrate 
the involvement and diversity of the 
student experience here at QEHS.

If science is my passion at work, 
then during my leisure time it is sport 
that dominates my time and e! orts 
and has done for all my life.  Since 
joining QEHS I have helped organise 
and run football across all years.  At the 
moment I assist Paul Main and Graeme 
Armstrong in running the U19s and 
just like a certain Championship team 
along the valley we are pushing for 
promotion to the First Division of the 
Northumberland Schools League.  

If I'm not watching sport then I 
am playing it.  For many years I played 
cricket in the local West Tyne League 
before my knees told me time was up 
and now I spend a lot of my leisure time 
on the golf course at Stocks# eld.  From 
April I have the honour of being captain 
of the golf club and look forward to 
this new challenge with the same 
enthusiasm and trepidation I had on 
my # rst day arriving here those twenty 
three years ago.
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Students lie down 
on BrakeBright  Day
In November QEHS students were 
involved in a BrakeBright Day to raise 
awareness about protecting road users 
during the dark evenings in autumn and 
winter.

During the dark nights, death and 
injuries on the road rise dramatically 
and the e! ects are greatest for the most 
vulnerable road users. 

QEHS held a non-school uniform 
day and students were asked to wear 
`crazily bright clothes' and donate £1 to 
help Brake, an independent road safety 
charity.  Permission was granted to close 
a section of Whetstone Bridge Road 
outside school for a short time.  190 
Year 9 students lay down on the road 
to represent the number of pedestrians 
and cyclists killed or injured every day 
on the UK's roads. 

The event highlighted the continued 
dangers posed to our students by tra"  c 
outside the school and raised £596 for 
the Brake charity.

Road safety 
has been of special concern recently at 
QEHS so a group of students took the 
opportunity to work on a project with 
the national charity Living Streets.

They felt it would be great to see 
more students walk to school ± a 
healthier and more environmentally 
friendly option than being driven.  A 
recent census reveals that less than half 
of QEHS pupils currently make their way 
on foot to school.

But the six students realised that 
there are signi# cant dangers posed to 
pedestrians in Hexham and researched 
the problem in detail as part of the 
charity's Step Up Campaign.  

Sam Potter from Living Streets and 
local youth worker Deni Riach were on 
hand to guide the students through the 
project.

The students summarised 
their # ndings in a well thought out 
powerpoint presentation to a group 
of teachers, school governors, press 
reporters, community police o"  cers 
and county council representatives.  

Then, leading the group on a short 
walk along the streets surrounding the 
school, the students pointed out the 

many hazards:  vandalised bins, illegal 
parking, gra"  ti, busy junctions, dog 
muck and litter, and in particular the 
narrow (in some places non-existent) 
pavements on the busy Allendale Road, 
one of the main pedestrian routes to the 
school.

Hopefully the students' hard work 

will be noted and e! orts made to 
address their concerns.

STOP PRESS: The campaign for a 
part-time 20mph speed limit on the 
roads surrounding the school has now 
been successful.
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ªThe key was getting up early ¼º
The blast of heavy snow and icy weather in January left the site sta!  at QEHS with a 
massive job on their hands.

Here, site manager Brendan Murphy describes how he and his team coped with 
the challenge of keeping the school open:

ªThe key to keeping on top of the snow was getting up early, shifting the snow before 
any tra"  c came and plenty of salt#  Unfortunately we ran short of salt which made 
life a lot more di"  cult, especially as temperatures stayed well below zero throughout 
the daytime.  We usually use between two to three tons of salt throughout the whole 
winter but from November to January alone this season we have already gone through  
$ ve tons.

ªHelp was sought from local building contractor JR Robson who came along with 
his tractors and cleared the larger areas for car parking.  

ªIn the 16 years I've been here this is the worst winter I've seen but we coped 
extremely well and kept the school open.  The two days it was shut was due to the state 
of the main roads leading to school.º
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Report from the Governing Body: 
School Health and Safety Policy
Adrian Woolley , Chair of the Governors

During the last couple of months the various Governors' 
committees have been reviewing a number of important policies 
that relate to the welfare of everyone at QEHS.  This task is not 
generally very exciting but it is essential that all policies are kept 
up to date so that they remain relevant and e! ective. 

The School Health and Safety Policy has recently been 
through the review process and a revised version should soon be 
available to inspect via the school's web site.  Having an e! ective 

Photo: Terry Robson

Health and Safety Policy for the school is also a legal requirement 
and the Governing Body carries the ultimate responsibility to 
ensure that it is in place and being applied to everyone on the 
school premises.  However responsibility for helping to ensure 
that we have a healthy and safe place to come  to learn and work 
is shared by everyone in the school. 

The Governing Body takes Health and Safety very seriously 
and if you should feel that there are any potential health and 
safety problems for the school's students, sta!  or visitors on the 
site please report your concern to a teacher or other responsible 
person.  If you don't feel that your concern is getting enough 
attention, please report the matter to the headteacher or any 
school governor.
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New ̀ ERA' for 
Hospice Shop
A Sixth Form initiative is providing an 
opportunity for students to get involved 
in a local fundraising project.

Tynedale Community Hospice 
provides a free nursing, domiciliary and 
home support service to patients and 
their families in the local area.  Funds 
are generated through the Tynedale 
Community Hospice shop in Hexham.

The Hospice is in the process of 
re-launching and updating its image 
and the Hexham shop has recently been 
refurbished.  The students have been 
given the chance to ̀ own' part of the 
shop, allowing them to demonstrate 
key skills ranging from re-designing the 
literature to volunteering in the shop 
itself.  The Duchess of Northumberland 
formally opened the shop in January.

Two students and Emily Suddess 
(who left QEHS last year) were tasked 
with dressing one of the windows.  
They were keen to demonstrate their 
artistic skills and revamped the display 
collection, which they have named 

`ERA', to attract all ages of customer.  The 
tactic has been very successful and sales 
! gures from the QEHS collection are 
steadily mounting.

Alison, a volunteer in the hospice 
shop, commented: ªIt's been lovely to 
have the students involved.  Their e" orts 
have certainly attracted a lot more 
younger people into the shop.  We have 
kept our prices low and have a good 
selection of stock thanks to an appeal for 
clothing donations at the school so sales 
are doing well#º

Alongside the initiative, there have 
been workshops and training sessions 
for the students.  Debbie Taylor-
McDonald kindly came in to pass on 
some retail ̀ tricks of the trade' and Kate 
Jackson held a workshop on making 
saleable items out of recycled material, 
in this case shopping bags.  

The students have also visited retro/
vintage shops in Newcastle in order to 
gain more retail experience.  

Do you have any good quality retro or 
vintage clothing you could donate to 
the shop?  Please contact Rebecca at 
rruddick@qehs.net.

A                               visit

The FRANK bus visited QEHS in 
November and Year 9 students had the 
opportunity to climb aboard.  Run by 
the Home O$  ce, the bus visits schools 
all over the country to make students in 
the 11-18 age range aware of the risks 
involved with drugs.

The students watched videos and TV 
adverts featuring Pablo the drug mule 
dog, showing the darker side of drug 
smuggling.  The FRANK sta"  were keen 
to discuss issues and encouraged the 
students to ask questions.

Keystage 3 & 4 co-ordinator Andy 
Hedley said: ªThe FRANK bus experience 
exceeded our expectations and it was 
extremely well received by both sta"  
and pupils.  The FRANK sta"  were 
approachable and very well informed.  
Our only problem was that students in 
Years 10 and 11 were disappointed that 

they could not attend as well#  We are in 
the process of arranging another visit by 
the FRANK bus and I would recommend 
the FRANK bus experience to anyone 
aiming to raise awareness of drugs, their 
impact and consequences for young 
people.º

Year 9 students commented:
ªThe FRANK bus was fun and 

educational (`fundacational'#).  We 
watched Pablo the dog who told us 
about the e" ects of drugs.º

ªI thought the FRANK bus was really 
fun because it didn't tell us what we 
always hear.º

ªIt was good, interesting and you 
were relaxed because the people who 
were doing it were really cool and you 
could say anything.º

ªThe FRANK Bus was really good.  
It made me think more about how 
di" erent drugs do di" erent things to the 
body.º

ªI heard more names of drugs that I 
could possibly remember#º

ªThe FRANK bus was very, very cool.  
Everyone was lovely and chillaxed ¼ 
and it felt like Big Brother in the diary 
room.  I looked minging on the drugs 
mugs thing#º
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Text 4 Tynedale

T4T is a text service based at QEHS 
which provides signposting to health 
services for young people. 

You can text any health related 
question or query to 07971 747 747.  
On Tuesdays from 2 to 5pm T4T do ̀ LIVE 
TEXT TALK' ± text during this time for a 
LIVE response!

Cracking 
Christmas Cakes!
QEHS put on another Cracking Day Out 
as part of the Community and Leisure 
Programme demonstration events.

Community & 
Leisure Courses
Last term the QEHS Community and 
Leisure Programme attracted students 
from the age of 17 to 99 with a wide 
variety of leisure courses.  (Yes, we have 
a 99 year old ̀ student' - more to follow in 
the next Newsletter!)  

Some students achieved amazing 
results within a few weeks.  Lorna Moore 
who attended the Flower Arranging 
course said: ªas a novice I found the 
course really relaxing but also learned a 
new skillº.

Adele Southern, pictured here with 
the tea cosy she completed during the 
ten week Recycling with Hooky and 
Proggy class, said: ªI have really enjoyed 
this course.  The tutor was very helpfulº.

The spring/summer programme 
has been extended even further to 
include some daytime courses to be 
held at village halls within the school's 
catchment area.  These courses are 
Pilates at Riding Mill Parish Hall, China 
Restoration at Barrasford Village Hall and 
Flower Arrranging at Newton and Bywell 
Community Hall.  

There will also be a number of 
outdoor courses taking place during the 
summer term including Map Reading, 

Following a successful Floral Art 
day last summer, the public were 
invited to join tutor Sue Wardle on a 
`Cracking Christmas Cake' day when she 
demonstrated how to cover a fruit cake 
and decorate it with a festive theme 
using sugarcraft techniques. 

After meeting for morning co" ee 
in the school's Conference Centre, 
the participants admired Sue's skill 
and expertise as she manipulated 
the decorative icing into a jolly Santa 
Claus while her light hearted banter 
invoked gales of laughter as Santa's long 
su" ering face took shape.  

The group then enjoyed a two 
course lunch in the QEHS Charter 
Restaurant, prepared and served by a 
young team of Hotel Services students 
led by 18 year old Anju Mathew.

During the afternoon session, Sue 
demonstrated how to model choirboy 
# gures, holly leaves and other festive 
decorations out of marzipan and icing 
sugar and the group had the chance 
to try out a few hands-on sugarcraft 
techniques themselves - with varying 
degrees of success!  The day ended with 
a ra$  e for the # nished ̀ Santa in the 
Snow' Christmas cake.

The day was clearly a success:

Bats and Birds for Beginners, Buildings of 
Hexham and Landscape Photography.

We are also continuing with our 
popular lunch and demonstration days 
in the QEHS Charter Restaurant.  

If you are over the age of sixteen 
and would like to attend a leisure 
course without an examination or 
external assessment we look forward to 
welcoming you.  

Details of our courses are on the school 
website www.qehs.net or contact 
Sue Jewitt on (01434) 610322 to 
request a copy of our spring/summer 
programme.  

ªThe tutor was very enthusiastic and 
entertaining.º

ªI really enjoyed the day, food and 
refreshments were excellent.º

ªVery good value for money.  So 
enjoyable and I'll be looking out for the 
next one!º

QEHS Parent 
Partnership Group
The Parent Partnership Group is an 
informal forum for parents to express 
their views on a wide range of issues 
linked to raising achievement within 
school.

Parents often have an unique 
viewpoint of school life and this group 
provides a sturctured way of passing on 
suggestions for improvements to the 
Headteacher and the school's Senior 
Leadership Team.

The group meets every two 
months for just over an hour.  If you 
are interested in coming along, please 
contact Sarah Charlton for further 
information (RevSCharlton@aol.com).
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Wed in the
Winter Gardens 
The Winter Gardens were constructed 
in 1907 to extend the summer season at 
the Tynedale Hydropathic Hotel, rated as 
one of best hydropathic establishments 
in the north of England.  Guests were 
said to include actors and politicians 
of the day: Charles Laughton, Gladys 
Cooper, Douglas Fairbanks and Ramsay 
Macdonald.

The light and spacious glasshouse 
was built by one the major specialists 
of the day, Mackenzie & Moncur 
Ltd of Edinburgh, who had recently 
constructed a wing of the Temperate 
House at Kew's Royal Botanical Gardens.

Surrounded by tropical palms and 
cacti, visitors enjoyed french pastries 
and refreshments, and admired the 
ornamental gold! sh pool while the 
resident palm court orchestra played 
soothing music.  Spa water, supposedly 
with health-giving properties, fed a 
small fountain.

Now part of Queen Elizabeth High 
School, the Hydro is an imposing Grade 
II Listed Building set in mature grounds.  
Substantially renovated and refurbished, 
the former Edwardian glasshouse 
provides a spectacular venue for private 
hire: ceilidhs, informal concerts, private 
functions and weddings.  It is a licensed 
venue for civil weddings.  

Maximum number of guests: 150
Accommodation/bedrooms:  No 
Parking:  On site
Catering:  To be privately organised
A Licensed Bar can be privately 
organised by prior arrangement

The QEHS Charter Restaurant and 
Conference rooms o! er excellent facilities 

to the public at very reasonable prices.

(01434) 610330

For Restaurant bookings, contact 

Carole Brown on 

cbrown.@qehs.net

For the Conference rooms, contact 

Libby Herbertson on 

lherbertson@qehs.net

For booking details contact 
Debbie Graham, QEHS
Tel (01434) 610341
dgraham@qehs.net

Charter
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Fairtrade fortnight ran from 22 February to 7 March: 
in this fortnight Fairtrade organisations throughout the 
country work to promote knowledge and understanding of 
Fairtrade as well as sales of Fairtrade products.

The QEHS Fairtrade group planned a full programme of 
events.  Ten of us went to the Sele First School to talk to the 
children about Fairtrade.  In pairs we took a year group and spent 
some time in each of the classes.  We really enjoyed the challenge 
of involving the youngest reception children!

For some time we have been planning a way to supply 
school sta"  and departments with Fairtrade tea, co" ee and 
biscuits.  We think we now have a system for doing this and 
we launched it during Fairtrade fortnight.  We will be selling 
Traidcraft products ± we feel really happy doing this as not only 
are the products Fairtrade but we know that Traidcraft use 
their charity branch, Traidcraft Exchange, to help promote and 
develop Fairtrade producers.  

On 4 March Hotel and Catering Services put on a Fairtrade 
meal in the training restaurant.  The menu was especially created 
to use as many Fairtrade products as possible.  This is the third 
year in succession that the department has put on such a meal 
and we are pleased it was a sell out and as successful as previous 
years.

On 5 March we held a full day and evening of Fairtrade 
activities.  During the day we had a ̀ Big Brew' in the Winter 
Gardens.  The Big Brew is a Traidcraft campaign to encourage 
the producers of the top # ve tea brands in this country to go 
Fairtrade.  These producers account for 72% of all tea drunk in 
this country and none of them is Fairtrade!  If they could switch 
to Fairtrade this would make a real di" erence to people's lives.  

During the week we explained at the school assemblies why 
the Big Brew is important and what a di" erence it will make if we 

ESOL students 
exchange visits
Members of the QEHS Human Rights 
and Fairtrade groups regularly exchange 
visits with foreign students at Newcastle 
College who are studying ESOL (English 
for Speakers of Other Languages).  

Many of these ESOL students are 
political refugees, asylum seekers or 
have had to $ ee their home countries for 
personal reasons, leaving their families 
behind.  Last December it was our turn 
to host a visit when they toured the 
school with their ESOL teacher Bridget 
Da Silva, took part in a group singing 
session and had the opportunity to 
share a few personal, and sometimes 
emotional, experiences.  

Binta recounted how girls in Guinea 
are not allowed to go to school and they 
are expected to marry at 14, often to a 
man in his # fties.  Others pointed out 
how lucky we are in this country that 
all children have access to education, a 
basic right that we take for granted.  

The students' command of English 
was particularly impressive, especially 
as it is often for them a third or fourth 

From: Bridget Da Silva, Newcastle 
College
To: Andy Brook, QEHS

Hi Andy,

Thanks for the email and the 
fantastic day we had with you last 
week.  

The students were so impressed 
with the school and the warmth and 
hospitality they were shown. 

I think in a funny way, sharing 
their experiences, however painful, 
was therapeutic for Salih (from 
Darfur, Sudan), Binta (Guinea) and 
Dana (Kurdistan).  

I have worked with Binta for a long 
time and knew her story but have 
also worked with Salih for two 
years and didn’t know a lot of the 
things he told us.  

It says a lot for your students 
that mine were able to trust them 
so quickly and open up the way they 
did.  They’re very much looking 
forward to your visit in February.

Thanks again Andy,
Bridget

could persuade these producers to switch.  We provided tea and 
cakes and had campaign postcards for students to sign, asking 
the tea producers to change to Fairtrade.  If you would like to # nd 
out more about this campaign go to www.makeitfair.org.uk.

We were very lucky that Krishnan Sainathan came to give a 
talk.  Krishnan works for Agrocel Industries in Bangalore, South 
India.  Agrocel works with 20,000 farmers across India promoting 
organic and Fairtrade production and marketing of cotton, rice 
and nuts.  One of Agrocel's major current projects is the Organic & 
Fairtrade Cotton Project, a project to get more organic Fairtrade 
cotton.  This project is of particular importance given the 
hardship involved in growing and picking cotton and above all 
the very damaging health e" ects of the chemicals and pesticides 
used on cotton plants.  

Finally on the evening of 5 March we provided and ran a 
Fairtrade bar with beer, wine, soft drinks and snacks (all Fairtrade 
or locally produced) for a ceilidh in aid of ensuring continuing 
medical support for the children of Chernobyl.  The Human 
Rights group were able to bring students from Newcastle College 
who have to come to this country from con$ ict areas, many of 
whom are seeking asylum.  The ceilidh was a fun way to end a 
busy Fairtrade fortnight!

QEHS Fairtrade Group Brews Up

language.
One of the visitors summed up her 

feelings: ªYou must believe in yourself 
- you can be whatever you want to 
be.  I hope to go back to my country 
sometime and help people understand 
that they have rights.º

QEHS sta"  member Andy Brook 
was clearly moved by the visit:  ªIt's 
incredible to hear your experiences at 
# rst hand and realise how privileged 
we are in this country.  We assume our 
rights to things like education and clean 
water without question and it's easy to 
forget that other parts of the world have 
a long way to go.  You have inspired us 
to keep on doing our groups' work ± you 
are very brave to speak out and thank 
you again for sharing your experiences 
with us.º
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ª A true inspirationº
Sophie Bannister (Year 12)

A group of QEHS students travelled to 
Newcastle College to meet with their 
ESOL students.  The ESOL programme 
helps foreign students settle in this 
country.  We had met some of the 
students once before and had been 
overwhelmed by their resilience, 
determination and the way they had 
adapted and settled into British culture.  
This time was no di! erent.

The aim of the day was to establish 
the similarities and di! erences between 
cultures and learn more about the 
di! erences between asylum seekers, 
refugees and immigrants.

We began the day by discussing 
general interests.  Before long the 
room was buzzing with chatter and 
we realised that many of us had lots 
in common.  People found common 
ground in sport, television and reading.  
As everyone began to relax and feel 
more comfortable, discussion became 
more personal.  Vida, an Iranian woman, 
told us of her time working for an 
illegal newspaper and of her husband's 

Haiti Collection
A massive thank you to all who contributed to the collection for 
the Haiti disaster relief operation - especially to the students in 
13AMB plus friends who baked for the cake sale.  We raised £460"

execution.  A young man from Sudan, 
Salih, recalled people whom he had 
known who were also executed.  Salih 
had made an impression on his visit 
to QEHS when he discussed his life in 
Sudan before he # ed.  He only learned 
English on entering the country and is 
now studying it at the highest level - he 
is a true inspiration.

After being shown around the 
campus it was clear that the students 
held a certain pride in their lives here 
and in the college and their work.  They 
had brought in traditional dishes from 
their countries which were met with 
enthusiasm.  The food was delicious"

After lunch we discussed social 
and cultural di! erences and it was 
interesting to see the di! erences 
and similarities.  A kurdish student 
commented on how, in his culture, 
physical contact between men and 
women (unless related) was viewed as 
highly inappropriate.  Jeanette, a lady 
from Ghana, explained the di! erences in 
respect for elders.  Overall this country's 
culture seems more relaxed in social 
etiquette compared to many others and 
some amusing stories of social faux pas 
were exchanged.

Afterwards we discussed the 
technical terms and di! erences between 
asylum seekers (someone who has 
# ed their country and legally seeks 
sanctuary in another country) and 
refugees (someone who has had their 
asylum application approved and is 
legally allowed to say in the country).  
The procedures of application are 
astounding and can last years.  They are 
also highly complicated and confusing 
yet the ESOL students seemed to 
understand everything completely 
and knew the di! erent stages of 
application or appeal like the back of 
their hands.  Nobody would ever dare 
believe that these people fall under the 
gross assumption that they are here to 
take ̀ our' jobs.  They are all inspirational, 
strong people who have faced 
unimaginable su! ering or hardship but 
who have taken the often dangerous 
and di$  cult step to make new lives for 
themselves.  It is an honour that they 
came to our country and they can teach 
us more than we could ever teach them.  

We look forward to meeting them 
again later in the year.   If you are 
interested in getting involved, please 
contact Mr Brook (Science department).

            Young Reviewers' Success
The Hexham Courant's ̀ Young Reviewer of the Year' 
competition was well supported last year by QEHS 
students and proved to be a turning point for two 
girls in particular.

Emily Hagon (Year 11) and Finola Fitzpatrick (Year 10) 
clocked up a dozen arts-based reviews between them and were 
delighted to see their work in print.  They reviewed % lms, plays, 
school youth theatre performances and newly released books.

The girls were well rewarded for their hard work and 
perseverance.  Emily was the overall winner of the competition 
and, thanks to generous funding from the Arts Council last year, 
was overjoyed to be presented with a laptop and ipod by Colin 
Tapping, editor of the Hexham Courant.  Finola was one of the 
runners-up and was thrilled with her ipod.

This year's ̀ Young Reviewers' competition has now been 
launched and other students will hopefully be inspired to take 
part.  To help them prepare, Rebecca Dixon, arts reporter at the 
Hexham Courant, kindly came into school to run a workshop on 

Essay winner Lucy 
interviews best-selling author
Congratulations to Lucy Stanford (Year 11) for winning an 
Amnesty International UK essay competition.  

Lucy is a member of the QEHS Human Rights group and 
was selected to join Amnesty International UK's Youth Advisory 
Group in November.  Her essay on ªHow authors can help raise 
awareness about human rightsº was judged the best and her 
prize was to interview famous children's author David Almond 
who wrote Skellig and Fire-Eaters.

Interviewing David in Hexham's Queen's Hall Library, Lucy 
had a well-prepared list of questions to ask about the connection 
between writing and human rights.  She recorded the interview 
which will be published in the Amnesty youth magazine.

writing press reviews.  Students were shown how to structure a 
review, making it entertaining and informative, balanced and fair.  
Research, accuracy and an attention-grabbing introduction are 
all essential ingredients.  

Finola was eager to improve her skills:  ªI thoroughly enjoyed 
the workshop and picked up lots of useful tips.º  But Rebecca 
ended on a cautionary note: ªConstructive criticism is % ne but 
don't get personal.  And be prepared for criticism from your 
readers - not everyone may share your opinion" º   
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STEM Careers Day
The Science department held a careers 
event in December to introduce Year 11 
students to STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) career 
opportunities.  

Industrial scientists and engineers 
from external companies were invited to 
run a two hour session relating to their 
work which included a practical element 
designed to engage and stimulate 
the students.  Speakers also included 
forensic and medical tutors from local 
universities.

Eleven companies took part and the 
range of workshops was varied: from 
building a cantilever bridge to making 
soap, ! nding your own DNA sequence 
to designing an e"  cient factory.  
Students also had the opportunity to 
! nd out about making detectors for MRI, 
calculate where a munitions shell would 
land, use light and heat to measure 
blood # ow and control a robot to lay a 
gas pipeline.  Two groups went o$  site to 
visit Tarmac and Kirkley Hall.

Sta$  from the Science department 
were delighted to see the students really 
engaging in the practical sessions.  Tricia 
Gill, who organised the event, said:

ªIt was a very successful day.  The 
students enjoyed the workshops and 
learned about new aspects of science.  
Our visitors were really impressed with 
our students; they commented on how 
well mannered and motivated they were.º

Many thanks to all the speakers and 
companies who supported this event:

Nick Thornton from IHC Engineering   
 Business,  Riding Mill
Andrew Blamire from Newcastle University
Joanne Poelman from Merck, Sharp & Dohme
Jane Britton from Newcastle College
Anupama Sethi and Lisa Harlow from Shasun  
 Pharma Solutions Ltd
John Thornley and John Mundy from BAe  
 Systems
John Allen from Newcastle upon Tyne   
 Hospitals
Maureen Traquair from Opito
Belinda Murphy from Alcan-Tinto
Speakers from Tarmac and Kirkley HallP
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Looking back through Time
Dr Andy Newsham, Director of the National Schools' Observatory 
in Liverpool, gave a fascinating lecture to Year 10 Science 
students in November as part of the Institute of Physics annual 
lecture tour.

He introduced the science of astronomy and explained 
how telescopes are used to study the universe.  He emphasised 
that research to discover new things is exciting but sharing 
knowledge of new discoveries is just as important.  Galileo 

A lecture entitled ªA Manned Mission to 
Mars?º is planned for Friday 19 March by 
Russian cosmonaut Alexander Martynov.

Mr Martynov was born in 1944 and 
graduated from Moscow University of 
High Technology in 1968, specialising 
in ̀ Automatic Control Systems for 
Flying Apparatus'.  He worked in the 
Russian Mission Control Centre from 
1968 until 1992 as Head of the Ballistics 
Department.  He designed re-entry 
modules and controlled their ! ights to 
provide soft landings on the Earth, Mars, 

was the " rst person to use a telescope and report what he saw, 
although (unfortunately for him) his " ndings were viewed as 
`heretical', but what he saw changed the way we understand the 
universe.

Telescopes have changed since Galileo's day and are now 
made of highly polished mirrors up to 8m in diameter so that 
fainter things can be seen: asteroids, white dwarfs and neutron 
stars.  Dr Newsham explained how the history of the Universe 
can be understood by looking at other stars and galaxies as light 
from these takes thousands or millions of years to reach Earth.  
Hence this is a way of looking back through time.

Dr Newsham showed a " lm of solar activity and challenged 
the students to describe what was happening.  Astronomers 
need to monitor potential threats to the Earth such as major solar 
! ares which damage satellites, national grids and transmitters.  
However, by monitoring the sun we have the opportunity to 
divert satellites and shut down transmitters if necessary.  

Similarly, asteroids pose an obvious danger: what would 
happen if an asteroid fell to earth?  We need to know where 
these objects are#  Dr Newsham demonstrated the ̀ blink' method 
of identifying the presence of asteroids in a series of images.  He 
commented: ªHunt asteroids for yourselves by logging on to 
www.schools.observations.org.uk/iop - an asteroid has been 
discovered by an 11 year old girl using this method.  The more 
we look, the more we see and the more exciting it gets.  It's a 
constant discovery ± science is just the best job in the world#º

Venus and other planets of the Solar 
system. 

Since 1994 Mr Martynov has 
been working as the Head of the 
Foreign Relations Department for the 
Administration of Korolev and his job 
is the marketing and organisation 
of international projects in di$ erent 
" elds such as industrial and economic 
development, and educational and 
cultural programmes. 

We look forward to his visit.

Russian Cosmonaut is due to land

Egg Chasm 
Crossing

The Science Club is now 
working on a national Young Engineers' 
challenge ̀ Project Eggs factor' to design 
an interesting system to transport two 
raw chicken eggs across a chasm and up 
a cli$  face.

As the design brief adds: ªWe 
don't want an eggsplat, we want an 
eggsemplary crossing and an eggciting 
climb#º

We're looking 
forward to some photos 
from this challenge#

Eco Green Day
The non-school uniform ̀ Eco Green Day' 
held last November in aid of the 350 
Campaign, Water Aid and new school 
picnic benches raised £367#

Organised by the QEHS Climate 
Action group, students were 
encouraged to wear something green 
and think about ̀ Green Issues' such as 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions.  A 
drive to reduce the school's electricity 
consumption on the day was thwarted 
as unfortunately the boiler room 
was ! ooded by heavy rain so a meter 
reading couldn't be taken#

A big thank you to everyone who 
supported the event.

Last November 
students had the 
chance to view 
the Moon through 
the school's new 
telescope as part 
of Schools' Moon-
watch week, which 

formed part of the UK celebration of the 
International Year of Astronomy in 2009.  

Local astronomer Peter Vasey 
brought in his telescope to allow high 
magni" cation viewing.  The students 
studied the Moon's craters in detail and 
also saw Jupiter and its moons. 

A quiz afterwards was won by Sam 
East (Year 10) whose prize was a solar 
airship, with the second prize of science 
putty going to Fiona Liddle (Year 10).
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Scrambling defences
In November, seventeen Year 12 Physics 
students went on a visit to RAF Boulmer. 

We arrived at 11am and once we'd 
had our IDs checked the armed guards 
allowed us onto the base.

Firstly we had a brie! ng from 
several di" erent speakers.  They 
explained the role of Boulmer: how it 
monitors all the air tra#  c $ ying in UK 
airspace.  It plays particular attention to 
planes $ ying from Russia.  If they ! nd 
something they perceive to be a threat 
they scramble our air defences. 

The talks were very detailed and 
used more acronyms than we'd ever 
heard before. Apparently there are 
books with all the acronyms in as it's so 
hard even for the people on the base to 
remember them all.

After this we went down into the 
operations bunker where we saw all 
the radar screens and their operators 
at work.  We weren't allowed to take 

James Graham (Year 12)

AS Biology course work involves writing 
a report on either a biological issue or 
on a visit of some nature.  To this end a 
coachload of Year 12 Biology students 
ventured to Edinburgh Zoo.

any ipods or mobile phones because 
they could pose a security threat.  A 
student on work experience had been 
sent home and not allowed back when 
he accidentally took his phone into the 
bunker%

We had our lunches in the canteen 
then were taken to see the radar at 
Brizlee Wood.  It was very isolated and 
remote: in previous bad weather they'd 
been snowed in for several days.  If our 
trip had been organised for the day 
before we wouldn't have been able to 
go as the winds were too high.  

Unfortunately we couldn't actually 
go in and see the receiver itself as it was 
being used to track planes in a military 
operation.  Maybe next year%  We saw 
the small operations room and met the 
controllers who work there. 

It was interesting to learn what 
happens at the station and surprising 
how incredibly complicated it was to 
coordinate the signals from all over the 
UK and make sense of them.

Visits to the Centre 
for Life, Newcastle
ªIn December 2009 the Year 13 Physics 
students participated in a workshop 
on Dark Matter and the Universe 
at the Centre for Life in Newcastle.  
The workshop was interesting and 
informative despite problems with 
the software.  The optional ice-skating 
afterwards was the highlight of the day 
with the most spectacular injury being a 
faceplant from a height of 6'2º%º 
Ruari Martin (Year 13)

A Year 11 trip for the triple award 
science students involved workshops on 
The Expanding Universe, Star Birth and 
Star Death, Spectroscopy, and they saw 
a Planetarium show.  They all enjoyed 
the visit despite the snowy conditions 
on the way there.
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Gina Lamb and 
Rhian Laidler (Year 12)

The educational visit to learn about 
protection and conservation of animals 
! rst started with F! on realising penguins 
couldn't actually $ y.  It took a while for 
Gina to realise that the animals were in 
fact not stu" ed and were actually real - a 
good start, A level biology students% 

Having been split into two groups, 
we were taken on a guided tour where 
one group met Ricky the psychotic 
chimp and the other saw Billy (a student, 
not a chimp) taking pictures of birds not 
realising they were just common garden 
birds that had swooped in after a bit of 
food.

When the whole group joined 
together again for a problem-solving 
workshop session Ross decided that we 
shouldn't release any beavers into Loch 
Ness as it might upset Nessie.  

A massive thank you to all the 
teachers who accompanied the trip but 
we did miss Mr Hartshorne and his plant 
talk to balance up a day spent with the 
animals.

Quotes of the day as overheard by Mr 
Brook:
1.  F! on: ªI didn't know penguins could 
swim%º
2.  Gina, looking in amazement: ªHow did 
the chimps get to the top of the pole?º
Mr Palmer: ªI think they got the lift.º
3.  Amy the zookeeper, to the surprise 

of everyone: ªYou've probably seen 
all the work in the area around where 
Mercedes the polar bear used to be.  
Well she's gone now and we're getting a 
load of sunbeds from Malaysia instead. ª 
It was some time later that we realized 
she actually said ªsun bearsº, but our 
minds were a-boggle in the meantime.
4.  Mrs Forster to the zookeeper: ªAre the 
hippos fully grown or are they babies?º 
(not having seen the large sign right 
next to them saying ̀ pygmy hippos').
Mr Palmer is not a one for missing an 
opportunity: ªAre they pygmy hippos or 
are they just far away?º (as he readjusts 
his glasses ...).

Informative talks focused on 
subjects such as breeding programmes 
and the reintroduction of captive 
animals into the wild.  Brief tours were 
also given highlighting the eternal 
struggle of zoo keepers to balance the 
display of charismatic animals popular 
with the public, which are the primary 
income-generators, and those species 
which are simply in dire need of aid to 
survive.

All in all, a trip worth the journey%

A Grand 
Day Out at
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Forthcoming events:
Year 10 triple award science group will 
be visiting the Centre for Life in March.

Year 12 Applied Science students are 
looking forward to visiting Fentiman's 
soft drinks manufacturer's in March 
for a session on tasting soft drinks and 
making new ! avours.  (Science is just 
such hard work sometimes ¼)

Visits are also planned to the 
Vatenfall Wind Power Centre to explore 
the pros and cons of wind farms and to 

`Bright Ideas' on 
Climate Change
Frances Waitt (Year 13)

Early one morning twenty two students, 
Miss Booth and Mr Whit" eld set o#  on 
an eight hour coach trip to London. A 
group of Year 12 and 13 students were 
going to the 2009 Earth Summit Climate 
Change Conference organised by Study 
Experiences.  

When we arrived in London we were 
given a bus tour of some of the main 
sites and were then dropped o#  by the 
London Eye to walk around the city.  
We wandered across the Westminster 
Bridge, saw the Houses of Parliament 
and caught a glimpse of No.10 as well 
as seeing the Changing of the Guard 
and the Cenotaph which we had seen 
on the TV a few weeks previously on 
Remembrance Day.  

There was a massive ̀ ghost forest' 
installation in Trafalgar Square about 
deforestation in Ghana which was 
very topical and it included a giant 
mahogany tree stump which was very 
topical for our trip.  

We then were given a couple of 
hours free time in Covent Garden to do 
some shopping and get some tea, and 
of course, being in such a culturally 
diverse area with such a choice of 
restaurants, 20 out of the 22 students 
ended up in Pizza Hut$ 

The next day we headed o#  to the 
conference at the O2 Arena (previously 
known as the Millennium Dome).  We 
heard presentations from four world 
class scientists and journalists on the 
issues of climate change.  

We heard from Pen Haddow, who 
had just returned from a research trip 
to the Arctic, Mark McCarthy, Met o%  ce 
scientist and Donnachadh McCarthy, 
who has made his house in London not 
just carbon neutral, but carbon negative. 

The conference was held in one of 
the cinemas and it was packed$  Firstly 

we heard from Donnachadh McCarthy 
who told us we don't have time for us to 
grow up and become MP's in order to 
make a di# erence, we have to start now.  
He told us about how we can make 
signi" cant di# erences in our everyday 
lives to cut our carbon footprint and we 
even managed to get a free copy of his 
book. 

Next we heard Pen Haddow who 
amazed us with his photos from his 
most recent trip to the Arctic, measuring 
the pack ice.  These measurements 
showed that the Arctic is warming twice 
as quick as the global surface average 
and that in 20 years time we could lose 
all of the summer sea ice. 

Finally we listened to Mark McCarthy 
from the Met o%  ce who presented 
data that he had recently shown to the 
UK government showing how climate 
change has occurred in the past but 
how today's levels are unprecedented.  
We were told that we need to reduce 
emissions by 50& by 2050 to keep the 
global average temperature rise below 
2*C, a hard task, but not unachievable. 

There was a focus on ways of 

cutting emissions in school and on 
the Copenhagen meeting currently 
happening; the whole conference was 
very inspirational and we were asked to 
think of our main ̀ bright ideas' on how 
we can tackle climate change.  

Since returning from the conference 
we have been noti" ed that QEHS is 
one of four schools to have their ̀ Bright 
Ideas' published in the report which will 
be sent to Gordon Brown, which is very 
satisfying to know.  

Overall it was a very exciting and 
interesting couple of days with the 
main message seeming to be that the 
solutions start with you$

Our ̀ Bright Ideas' were:
1. We would like all countries to commit 

to tackling climate change in the best way 
they can.  If countries don't commit then 
sanctions should be put in place for that 
country until they do so.  A global problem 
requires global participation and therefore 
every country should be represented and 
show signs of progress towards reducing their 
carbon footprint.  

2. Our students believe that as an MEDC, 
the UK and other developed nations should 
be helping the LEDC's to cut their emissions.  
However, we should not do this by preventing 
countries from industrialising but instead 
we should be giving them the investment 
and technical knowledge to invest in cleaner 
sources of energy.  We appreciate that nuclear 
energy is not a long term sustainable option, 
however it could be used as an interim 
strategy to prevent the world from reaching 
the critical tipping point.  Whilst using 
nuclear power, the countries can then work 
on exploring and investing in cleaner, more 
renewable energy such as solar, tidal and 
wind energy.  

the Alcan Lymemouth Smelter plant to 
see how aluminium is manufactured.

Students following the Engineering 
Educational Scheme will be attending 
the Celebration and Assessment Day at 
Newcastle University on 30 March.
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Windband rouses Minister
The QEHS Windband entertained sta!  and patients at Hexham 
Hospital with Christmas music in December.  The band had been 
invited as part of the Northumbria Healthcare Christmas Music 
programme involving local schools and music organisations.

The concert coincided with a visit to the hospital by Mike 
Foster, Government Minister for International Development, 
who stopped to listen to the band's rousing performance on his 
arrival.  In addition a QEHS sixth former was asked to play festive 
music on the hospital's grand piano as the minister toured the 
building.

Hospital sta!  and patients were most complimentary 
about the performances and Head of Music Martin Hoile, who 
conducted the band, was delighted to have the opportunity to 
demonstrate the band's impressive repertoire.  

Youth Theatre ªbrings a smile 
to the audience's faceº
Stuart Shevlin (Year 12)

There was a buzz of activity inside QEHS as the audience mingled, 
the orchestra tuned up and the technical department made their 
last minute checks.  

`The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe' had been chosen as the 
play this winter and Tynedale folk had turned out in force to see 
it"  Indeed, I was told it was sold out on three of the # ve nights.  As 
soon as I got past the bar and into the auditorium the # rst signs 
of the dedication and hard work were obvious.  The stage showed 
o!  the brilliant work of the props and stage departments, headed 
up by Alan Currie.  

As soon as the lights went down, the orchestra showed how 
well trained they'd been by conductor Pete Seago, instantly 
setting the tense mood as the stage # lled with the huge numbers 
of talented youngsters that were involved.  There were too many 
brilliant performances for me to comment on each individually 
but here follows a few of my favourites:  

The # rst of these being the professor, played by Amy Howard 
who had a wonderfully extravagant stage presence that made her 
seem perfectly at ease playing this character.  Of course I couldn't 
do a review of this play without mentioning the children, played 
by Callum Jones, Natasha Larkin, Katie Valentine and Frasier 
Smith.  All of them put up hugely convincing performances the 
entire night, especially so Frasier who was excellent playing 
the older brother Peter.  Delphi Ross also deserves mention for 
her outstanding playing of Grumpskin, raising a laugh from the 
audience nearly every time she said a line.  

The musical numbers were also on top form, the ones that 
blew me away were those by the White Witch, played by Lauren 

Kelly who hit some phenomenal notes in her songs, and also the 
$ awless voice of Katie Valentine.  But it was the chorus numbers 
that really brought a smile to the audience's face. 

The enthusiasm of this, the # nal night continued to shine 
after countless rehearsals and earlier shows.  When all this 
fantastic acting, singing and dancing is in front of you, it can be 
easy to forget the others that poured in their valuable time to 
this production.  The night wouldn't have been the same without 
the extraordinary work of the orchestra who set the scene 
perfectly, were amazingly slick and threw in some great sound 
e! ects along the way too"  

The props and stage department have to be congratulated 
immensely for their work to produce the wonderful set, 
including the magical looking Narnia.  Their work on producing 
the most impressive Aslan I've ever seen can't be forgotten either, 
an incredible sight with a booming voice that would be just at 
home in the Theatre Royal.  

All in all, a brilliant show thanks to the combined dedication 
and talent of all involved.  Right down to the programme, the 
tickets and front of house, it was a professional show throughout.  

ParentMail Update

All parents who have asked to be registered with ParentMail are now on 
the ParentMail system.

If you are not receiving messages from the school and think you 
should be, please get in touch; there may have been a simple data 
inputting error with your email address.

To check your registration, please contact Sue Boath, tel (01434) 
610388 or email sboath@qehs.net .

If you are not registered and would like to be, please download the 
ParentMail letter/form from the website at http://www.qehs.net/# les/
docs/parentMailLetter.pdf and return it to school as soon as possible.
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ªOne of the most 
ambitious and 
original shows yet!º 
Emily Hagon (Year 10)

The winter performance by the school's 
Youth Theatre has, for me, become an 
annual favourite.  In this show, unlike 
the summer one, all school years come 
together to put on a night of singing, 
dancing and acting.  I am delighted to 
say I was not let down with this year's 
performance of ̀ The Lion the Witch and 
the Wardrobe'.

The CS Lewis classic was interpreted 
with originality by the group with songs 
and dances along with the traditional 
story line, making the show a great 
success.  Leading roles of Peter, Edmund, 
Susan and Lucy went to students 
throughout the age range and all were 
well handled and to a polished standard 
with perfect articulation!

The " rst half was mainly in the 
Professor's house with the famous 
wardrobe at the back of the stage.  
Almost seamless scenery changes and 
clever staging allowed characters to 
enter through the wardrobe and come 
into Narnia at centre stage.  With the 
addition of white sheets, twinkling lights 
and a lamp post, the magical world 
of Narnia was created.  Tricky scenery 
changes were swift and e# ective with 
several trips into Narnia through the " rst 
half including tea with a very convincing 
Mr Tumnus and Edmund's encounter 
with the White Witch herself.  

Costumes were excellent with 
a home made look which added 
to their appeal.  Mr and Mrs Beaver 
were especially good, wearing brown 

costumes with padding around their 
middle which, along with toothy masks 
and a hunched over walk, made them 
highly enjoyable to watch and showed 
o#  just how inventive the theatre group 
is!

The second half included some 
interesting and original media.  The 
very scary White Witch and her Scottish 
dwarf of an assistant were colourful 
and good to watch and listen to.  The 
children continued on their adventure 
through Narnia to discover the famous 
and much loved lion Aslan whose part 
was handled particularly well by a group 
of " ve students, each with part of his 
face.  The group spoke in unison to give 
him a bellowing voice enhanced with 
microphones.  

This was a very clever idea as 
Aslan's part was the largest in the play.  
Pressure was taken o#  having just one 
person to deliver and allowed a group 
of students to have this important role.  
The audience enjoyed his performance 
and the group handled the di$  cult part 
extremely well.

My only disappointment with the 
performance was that singing and 
dance numbers were sparse and these 
are always a favourite with the audience.  
However the dances that were carried 
out were to a high standard and well 
choreographed with small groups 
of people rather than the whole cast 
(which is di$  cult to do with limited 
space).  The few songs were not well 
known but highly catchy and beautifully 
sung; the addition of the fantastic 
school orchestra playing in front of the 
stage gave enough music to make up 
for the lack of songs and the music was 
appropriate and perfectly played. 

Other media featured in the second 
half included some shadow puppetry 
used for Aslan's death.  Creating a death 
scene on such a large scale on stage was 
a di$  cult task to carry out, however the 
shadow puppetry certainly enhanced 
this part of the play.  With a " erce 
crowd of hags and ghouls chanting 
and shouting, and the large white sheet 
where the puppets came to life, the idea 
was not only brilliant but oddly chilling 
with the vibrant onlookers contrasting 
with the black and white of a noble 
Aslan and the White Witch puppets.

This show was one of the most 
ambitious and original shows yet!  The 
unusual media, performance of the 
students and stunning dancing and 
music made the performance a great 
success.  ̀ The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe' was a very good choice of 
play as not only did the snowy scenery 

(and the short appearance of Father 
Christmas) get everyone in a wintry 
mood, but also allowed everyone in the 
large cast a good opportunity to take a 
leading role. 

Overall this was a fantastic 
performance from an enthusiastic and 
colourful cast with an ambitious and 
clever use of media.

Hats o"  to everyone!
Jessica Cousin (Year 10)

A wicked night for the A level 
Performing Arts students on 26 January!

They opened their Music Concert 
show with the classic ̀ I dreamed a 
dream'.  It was well harmonised and 
provided a good start to the evening, 
showing that the group were all 
supporting each other.  The duets 
and solos were all performed to a 
high standard and were obviously 
well rehearsed.  One of the favourite 
performances of the night was Eliza 
Hinds' ̀ Caberet' which was upbeat and 
impressively sung.  She really involved 
the audience, so hats o#  to her!

Other favourites included Jack's 
guitar-accompanied song ̀ Let Down' ± 
I'm sure none of us felt ̀ let down' by 
his performance.  Alice Carter's voice 
in ̀ Defying Gravity' was excellent and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.  Kate 
Hawkins, Hayley Watson and Lauren 
Kelly were also notable and the whole 
cast made the night a great experience.

Mr Seago has obviously worked 
hard with the whole class to make 
the group songs combine with the 
harmonies.  Altogether, the night was a 
huge success and everyone loved it!

P
ho

to
s:

  S
am

 B
ur

t 



Page 16          Queen Elizabeth High School  Newsletter  Spring 2010

Musical Theatre Tour
Katie Valentine (Year 10)

We arrived at school on 20 January for 7am.  When everyone was 
seated on the coach we set o!  on our long journey to London, 
approximately 7 hours.

Once in London we went straight to Pineapple Studios 
where we took part in a dance workshop where we learnt part of 
a dance from ̀ We Will Rock You'.  We then met our guide Rich.

We went to the Royal National Hotel, unpacked and got 
ready for our night out, " rst walking to Pizza Hut for our evening 
meal.  This was great fun as it gave us a chance to relax after our 
tiring day.  After we were all stu! ed, we went to the Dominion 
Theatre to see a performance of ̀ We Will Rock You' which was 
extremely entertaining.  The story line was easy to follow and the 
Queen classics made it fun to sing along to.

The next day we headed o!  to Pineapple Studios for our 
day of workshops.  We were separated into two groups:  Group 

A went o!  to a Stage Combat workshop (my personal favourite) 
whilst Group B went o!  to learn a couple of dances from Billy 
Elliot.  The Billy Elliot workshop had us all giggling as some of the 
moves required us to all work as one unit.  

We also learnt part of the Policeman routine: the movements 
were very sharp and sudden so we really needed to concentrate.  
We did various trust exercises, then we all sat in a circle as Rich 
showed us some of the skills he has used on stage.   He told us 
some fairly gruesome stories and picked volunteers to perform 
certain tricks with him, often giving the volunteer a scare#

We then headed out to Covent Garden for some free 
time.  There were some really cute shops and lots of stalls that 
sold unique little trinkets.  There were also a couple of street 
performers and some bands busking for pennies.  We had a brief 
tour of London with running commentary by Mr Andriot.  

We all met up to see Billy Elliot at the Victoria Palace Theatre, 
a complete contrast to ̀ We Will Rock You'.  The dancing was 
amazing and the story line was fun and entertaining to watch.

`We Will Rock You'
Kezia Ross (Year 10)

The singing was amazing:  the singers 
were hitting the really high notes and 
putting so much emotion into the 
song which helped connect with the 
audience.  

The dancers were like robots: 
everything was so in time, interesting 
and very catchy.  The acting was realistic 
and focused, always staying in character.

Melissa Rutherford and 
Bethany Saxon (Year 10)

We thought the performance was very 
good.  The use of props was interesting 
and make-up was e! ective and " tted in 
with the scenery and the costumes.  

The trap doors were used well and 
provided a good way of escape.  When 
Killer Queen was on stage the platform 
moved so she could interact and engage 
with the audience.

Youth Dance 
Tynedale
Youth Dance Tynedale was delighted to 
receive a grant of £2,855 from the Clore 
Du$  eld Foundation to fund its ̀ First 
Inspiration' project.  

YDT is a dance company based at 
QEHS for young people aged 14-19 
years from the Tynedale area.  Founded 
by dance teacher Sarah Morgan, the 
company aims to provide high quality 
technical training in contemporary 
dance technique so that members can 
develop their own choreographic style.  

This year YTD would like young 
people aged 3-13 years to bene" t 
from their work.  The grant will allow 
the company to commission three 
choreographers to create work to 
be presented in the twelve Hexham 
Partnership schools and at youth 
dance platforms across the North 
East.  This will provide pupils in " rst 
and middle schools with a primary 
experience of contemporary dance.  The 
company will also enter their " rst work, 

choreographed by Simon Williams, in 
October for the National Youth Dance 
Festival 2010 in the hope that their work 
will be recognized nationally. 

`First Inspiration' will help raise 
the pro" le of contemporary dance 
across Tynedale so that more young 
people have the opportunity to see YDT 
performing live and take part in dance 
workshops.  YDT hopes to recruit some 
boys this year and hence raise the pro" le 
of boys' dance in Northumberland.

The company had a showcase 
performance in December and another 
at Dance City in February.  They also 
performed at the ̀ Youth Moves' event at 
The Sage, Gateshead in March.  
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Dancing 
in the Community
In January A level Dance students were 
invited to perform for the St Andrew's 
Women's Fellowship at St Andrew's 
Church in Corbridge.  

Fellowship member Rosemary 
Ray! eld thanked dance teacher Sarah 
Morgan and her students for ªthe 
superb dance sequencesº and went on 
to note: ªThe discipline with which the 
choreographed moves were performed 
was most impressive.  Your students 
revealed great " air and styleº.

BTEC Dance students tackled their 
Theatre for Children unit by devising 
a show with a Christmas theme which 
they performed to pupils at Corbridge 
Middle and Hexham Middle schools.  
The two plays, entitled ̀ The Princess 
and the Pea' and ̀ Will Christmas be 
Cancelled?', certainly caught the 
children's attention, judging from the 
reams of enthusiastic comments and 
drawings sent back in appreciation.

A dance project using Peter Pan as the 
stimulus was performed in The Theatre 
for an audience of pupils from St Mary's 
First School and St Joseph's Middle 
School.

Again, the children's feedback show 
how much they enjoyed it,

Further dance showcases were 
scheduled for March and during the 
summer term dance students will be 
performing ̀ Guys and Dolls' and ̀ Sweet 
Charity' ± look out for the posters#
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Clothes Show Live
On Wednesday 9 December 2009 the 
Art department took ! fty fashion and 
textiles students from Years 10 to 13 to 
the ̀ Clothes Show Live' at the NEC in 
Birmingham. 

The day started with students 
visiting the university and college 
stands where they were able to look 
through fashion degree portfolios to 
gain a further understanding of the 
progression in this area.  

Students then had the chance to 
make their way around the hundreds 
of stands set up in ! ve di" erent zones.  
These ranged from high end bespoke 
boutiques to the more quirky and 
individual urban and retro stands.  

At the end of the day students 
viewed the catwalk show (the largest 
on record) where they saw high street 
to couture garments modelled by 
male and female models, dancers and 
celebrities.  Celebrities spotted on the 
day were ̀ Hollyoaks' cast members and 
`BBLB's' George Lamb.  

Students behaved impeccably on 
the day and the Art department sta"  
would like to extend their gratitude to 
all students who took part. 

Christmas may be over but the year has 
already started o"  with a bang for some 
Year 10 students# 

On 29 January, pupils were 
accompanied by Mrs Smith to the 
Centre for Life in Newcastle to conclude 
the North East Teenage Book Awards (as 

voted for by teenagers across the region).  
Prior to the event the group read six books which were 

shortlisted for such a prestigious award and I can exclusively 
reveal that the author who now holds the title is Sophie 
McKenzie with her action packed novel, Blood Ties.  

The standard of the books this year has been considerably 
high with contributions from Mary Hooper, Sachi Lloyd, Damian 
Kelleher, Narinder Dhami and Anna Perrera.  The evening began 
with a series of introductions and formalities, then the authors 
arrived#  It was very endearing to listen to every one of their 
speeches and I personally found them inspirational. 

 It was pleasant to indulge in a storytelling activity with 
Sophie McKenzie at the helm which captivated the imagination.  
Emily Toth, a member of book club, delivered a con! dent 
appraisal of Mary Hooper (one of the shortlisted authors) whilst 
the crowd looked on in admiration.  

When the authors proceeded to the back of the room for 
book signings the group surged forwards with the anticipation of 
meeting the creators of such ! ctional masterpieces and were by 
no means disappointed#  

What I have particularly enjoyed about the experience is 

the friendly atmosphere of the meetings and I would de! nitely 
recommend participation to current Year 9 pupils who could take 
part next year. 

I challenge you to become more open-minded with books - I 
certainly have#

Tree of Life
The collaboration between artist Poyan Yee and QEHS art 
students came to fruition with the opening of The Tree of Life 
display at Hexham Hospital.  

This art project, described in the Autumn 2009 Newsletter, 
has been designed for anyone to share their stories on coping 
with long-term health conditions or simply to attach a message 
of hope.

Captivating Literature
      Finola Fitzpatrick (Year 10)
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`Hand to Eye'
H̀and to Eye' is the sixth annual 
exhibition of selected A level artworks 
by QEHS students.  

This year's show is packed with 
! gurative work in a wide range of 
di" erent mediums, from pastels to 
collage and from photography to 
textiles.

The exhibition will open to the 
public from 7 May to 5 June 2010 in the 
Queen's Hall, Hexham.  Please come 
along#

Congratulations 
to Keda Norman who received her MBE 
decoration from the Queen for services 
to the young people of Hexham.

Keda is the Co-ordinator of the 
Hexham Youth Initiative, a charity which 
works closely with QEHS and other local 
schools to provide opportunities and 
support to young people.

She travelled down to London for 
the investiture at Buckingham Palace in 
March, accompanied by youth workers 
Leonie Serbrock and Gillian Wood, and 
administrator Janice Graham - a truly 
memorable occasion for them all!

Sixth Form News
The university application deadline date of 15 January brought to the end this year's 
round of university applications.  This year we have had a record number of students 
applying - (is this anything to do with the current economic climate?) - 155 from our 
current Year 13 and a further 36 from last year's Year 13.

So far o" ers have been coming in well with once again the evidence being that if 
you apply early you are more likely to get an o" er.  With each student applying to up 
to # ve universities, by Christmas over 300 o" ers of places had been made with only 25 
rejections.  

This is especially pleasing as you may have heard that there have been record 
number of applications across the country this year and many students are # nding 
themselves without o" ers or being made higher o" ers than they had anticipated.

We are particularly pleased that six students have received o" ers from Oxford or 
Cambridge; the highest number that we can remember.  Of course the only thing that 
all students with o" ers need to do now is get their required grades!  Good luck to them 
all!

On Friday 19 March we ran a one day conference at Ridley Hall for students who 
are not applying to university this year, ̀ Opportunity Ready'.  The Conference covered 
gap year opportunities and employment skills and opportunities with a very full 
programme of information and activities.  

Roz Middleton from World Wide Volunteers provided an overview of volunteering 
and gap year opportunities both here in the UK and throughout the world.  Patrick 
McAlindon from Waitrose explained to students what they need to do to get 
themselves into a position where they are likely to be invited for interview.  He then ran 
a group interview session with the students to illustrate the sorts of qualities and skills 
employers are looking for. 

 We also invited a panel of students who left in July 2009 to discuss their 
experience of gap years, volunteering and employment.  We ran this conference for the 
# rst time last year with really positive feedback from the students who took part. 

Oxford University 
Open Day
Gabrielle Barkess-Kerr, 
Dominic Bate and 
Stuart Shevlin (Year 12)

Well ¼ it was a daunting prospect for 
all of us as we arrived at the St Cross 
building.  There was a plan for the day, 
even co" ee was timetabled. 

The day was extremely useful and 
inspiring, starting with a talk to outline 
the English literature course which 
consisted of a question and answer 
session with Dr Ghosh from Trinity 
College.  

We then disbanded and went to our 
separate lectures, ranging from Modern 
Poetry, to Shakespeare and Renaissance 
Literature.

The Renaissance lecture was 
delivered by Dr Bart Van Es from St 
Catherine's College which provided us 
with an accurate and realistic impression 
of the Oxford University lecture format. 

 It also brought to light some 
authors and poets who were previously 
unknown to us but of whom we intend 
to read more!

The Shakespeare lecture, delivered 
by Dr Emma Smith, gave an interesting 
insight into a modern interpretation of 
Shakespeare and the issues surrounding 
his plays.  It was an enjoyable 
experience that illustrated some of the 
contemporary parodies of his plays 
today.

The Modern Poetry lecture was an 
eye-opening experience that allowed us 
to delve into some of the lesser known 
literature of the modern era.

The afternoon was spent having an 
enjoyable romp around the streets of 
Oxford, visiting numerous colleges and 
seeing at # rst hand the accommodation 
and library resources.

We hope to go somewhere like 
Oxford:  in the words of Buck's Fizz, 
ªWe're making our minds up!º
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Auschwitz
Halima Leifert (Year 13)

`I lived through Birkenau without ever 
understanding how any members of 
a great nation could indulge in such 
wickedness.  Not only that, but deliberately 
set about contaminating everyone else 
too.  For that was part of their policy; to 
turn their prisoners into beasts and then to 
turn those beasts against one another¼  It 
is barely credible to someone like myself¼  
But I did live through it; and I do know it 
happened.'  Kitty Hart-Moxen, survivor 
of numerous concentration camps, 
including Auschwitz Birkenau.

Many people are aware of the horri! c 
facts surrounding the Holocaust: the 
millions of deaths, the grotesque 
procedures, the shocking conditions.  
And perhaps many have seen pictures 
and footage of the starved humans or 
the piles of glasses and suitcases and 
human hair.

But when fellow student Peter 
Mason and I set o"  on our journey to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, we were told to 
leave any previous expectations we 
had of the camp behind.  We were 
taking part in a Holocaust Educational 
Trust one-day trip to Poland, to visit 
Auschwitz and Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
not only to learn about the camps 
but to teach the lessons we learned 
to others and apply them to everyday 
life.  Of course, no signi! cance can be 
taken away from these terrible facts 
and ! gures but we were taught that 
perhaps a way to feel more connected 
to what happened over 65 years ago is 
to consider the individuals who were 
su" ering, whether dead or alive.

Firstly, we met Zigi Shipper, the 
youngest living survivor of Auschwitz 
at the Orientation Seminar, two weeks 
before we were due to leave on our 
trip.  He spoke to us, and the 200 other 
pupils involved in the project, about 
his experience before and during the 
Holocaust.  He then proceeded to 
answer any questions we had for him 
and left us with two simple messages: 
the ! rst being never to hate, and the 
second never to give up.  These were the 
life a#  rmations he survived and left the 
camps with.  Meeting Zigi gave Pete and 
me a personal perspective from which 
to view the camps and certainly when 
we arrived at the camps we could feel 
Zigi and many other victims' presence 
during our visit.

Leaving Newcastle Airport at 5am, 
nothing could have prepared us for the 

overwhelming day we were about to 
have.  On arriving in Poland we visited 
the town of Oswiecim where the camps 
were built.  We were taken to the site in 
which the Great Synagogue had once 
stood, directly opposite the Catholic 
Church, and we learned that before 
the Nazi occupation Oswiecim was a 
model town for cooperation between 
Jewish and Catholic citizens.  During this 
time, the population of Jewish people 
there stood at 59%; however after the 
war only seven Jewish people returned 
to their home town and in the present 
day there are no Jewish people living 
in Oswiecim, the last survivor dying in 
2000.

We were quickly transported to 
Auschwitz I, the original camp which 
was ! rstly an army barracks and later 
held mostly Polish prisoners of war 
but also many other prisoners.  The 
numerous red-brick buildings look little 
di" erent to any other army barracks but 
the infamous ̀ Arbeit Macht Frei' gate 
sign looms over the entrance reminding 
visitors as they crane their necks trying 
to get a picture that it is not any other 
museum they are visiting but the 
museum trying to remind them of many 
unjust deaths and innocent lives lost.

The museum certainly succeeds 
in bringing this across.  It would be 
di#  cult for anyone to resist becoming 
emotional upon seeing piles of human 
hair, suitcases with real addresses on, 
used cans of Zyclon B gas canisters 
responsible for countless deaths and 
perhaps most disturbingly piles of baby 
shoes and jumpers, barely bigger than 
newborn size, showing just how young 
the victims could be.  

Throughout the Museum tour we 
had two guides: one a Polish tour guide 
responsible for informing us of the 
facts and ! gures, the other our group 
leader who along the way read extracts 
and told us real stories of survivors and 
victims found after the camps were 
liberated.  The combination of the two 
sides to the trip allowed us to keep 
in touch with the personal sense of 
su" ering and loss that the Holocaust 

rouses.
We then travelled the 7km that 

victims would have walked after being 
registered in Auschwitz I, to the site 
of Auschwitz II, or Auschwitz-Birkenau.  
The sheer size of the camp is enough 
to shock the strongest of people: as 
far as the eye can see there are the 
remains of the seldom used chimneys 
belonging to the ruined huts in which 
the camp inhabitants lived and often 
died.  We stood on the site of the gas 
chambers that were the responsible for 
the majority of the 1.2 million deaths in 
Auschwitz II; which we later learned in 
Barry Marcus' memorial speech - taking 
place on the Memorial Statue at the far 
end of the camp as the sun set - was the 
equivalent of 9/11 happening everyday 
for 500 days, or the London Bombings 
happening every hour for over three 
years.

One of the strangest things that hit 
us when visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau 
was how close the camp was to the 
modern day town - it was literally across 
the road from everyday civilisation.  
This prompted the question of how 
everyday people could have let the 
atrocities of Holocaust happen, a 
question which our leader Barry tried 
to answer.  He explained that in many 
people's opinions it was not just the 
fault of the Camp guards or the SS 
guards or even just the Nazi party; it 
was partially the fault of everyone who 
stood by and watched as thousands 
of innocent people walked past their 
homes in pursuit of an almost certain 
death.  He encouraged us to consider 
that while not everyone agreed with 
what was going on, not many actually 
stood up and fought for what was right, 
something that we all hoped, within 
ourselves, that we would be strong 
enough to do.

But that is, I suppose, what should 
come out of the Holocaust and the 
stories and ! gures surrounding camps 
such as Auschwitz Birkenau: the fact that 
humanity and individuals cannot stand 
by and allow prejudice, injustice and 
discrimination to reign in our modern 
day society.  And although it seems like 
we have progressed and learnt from 
the Holocaust, there are still examples 
of mass genocide occurring since the 
Second World War and even now mass 
killings are taking place.

Perhaps we should all listen to Zigi 
Shipper's advice of not allowing hate to 
rule our lives and dictate our decisions 
because if this is allowed to happen 
then there may be no hope for us 
learning from society's past mistakes.
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Horticultural history 
in the making
Finola Fitzpatrick (Year 10)

The QEHS Walled Garden is a tranquil, 
serene and relaxing environment for all 
students.  However it is important to 
re! ect upon the development of such a 

beautiful area: after all it wasn't always 
considered to be such an admirable 
place.  When you delve into the 
history of the gardens there is much to 
uncover¼

It was thirteen years ago when 
Emma Thompson " rst discovered the 
wilderness which was to become the 
QEHS Garden; this was a very signi" cant 
moment for her.  Emma was a former 
pupil at the school and at the time had 
just completed her A levels.  She was 
eager to pursue a career of some kind 
but like most 19 year olds who have just 
" nished school, Emma was uncertain as 
to which career path she should follow. 

It is perhaps common knowledge 
that part of the QEHS site used to be 
a luxurious hotel, more speci" cally, 
the Hydro building.  The ̀ wilderness' 
was formerly nurtured by the hotel 
establishment and was a very 
respectable kitchen garden well over a 
hundred years ago.  A team of gardeners 
sta# ed the garden and grew produce to 
feed the guests.

However during the war years the 
garden became unused and overgrown 
and remained so until Emma joined 
forces with a number of other volunteers 
to bring it back to life - and the rest is 
history. 

Emma remembers: ªWe cleared 
a patch right in the centre " rst.  We 
uncovered a tree stump  and established 
a rockery in the middle of a sea of weeds.º

It took four years for the gardens to 
be considered complete as the result of 
their persistent e# orts.  Keda Norman, 
who also works at the gardens, and 
Emma are a pleasure to be with and 
they are both undoubtedly a fountain of 
knowledge when it comes to gardening.  
Keda is also at the helm of the Hexham 

En route to wider skills
ªSo why should I study a language at GCSE?º

 
Three university student ambassadors from the Routes into 
Languages programme provided a convincing number of 
answers to Year 9 students during a presentation in December.

The RIL programme is designed to raise the pro" le of 
language learning in the region by motivating learners and 
working closely with teachers:  ªWe hope to enthuse, and 
infuse the North East with an international spirit, heightened 
intercultural awareness, and linguistic ability.º

The students worked in small groups to discuss the many 
advantages of learning a language.  Then, through a Question 
and Answer session, the team emphasised the increasing 
number of jobs which need foreign language expertise to avoid 
misunderstandings in communication and discussed other skills 
that linguists develop, such as team-working, empathy and 
cultural awareness.

Some interesting facts emerged: 

· 90% of the world does not speak English as a " rst language
· 75% of the world does not speak English at all
· 24% of the EU speak German ± a great language for business
· Over 300 languages are spoken in London every day
· Celebrities speaking a foreign language include David   

          Beckham (Spanish), Gary Lineker (Japanese and Spanish)  
          and JK Rowling (French).

The range of modern languages available at QEHS includes 
French, Spanish, German and now, starting this year, Italian.  On 
the Classics side, Latin continues to be popular and this term has 
even seen the introduction of an Ancient Greek after-school club$

Town Twinning
Several QEHS students are travelling to Noyon in France as 
part of the Hexham Town Twining visit at the end of April.  The 
students will be hosted by French families and will bene" t 
from practising their French and enjoying French hospitality, 
including a visit to the splendid Chateau of Chantilly.  We look 
forward to hearing all about their experiences.

Youth Initiative - it is wonderful to see 
the work that such youth projects do 
within the community.  Over the years 
the garden has welcomed numerous 
clubs and local youth initiatives and, as 
a regular visitor, I was inspired to do 
some research about them.  Emma now 
teaches an NVQ Horticulture course to 
students, this is a major development 
as this wasn't previously o# ered in the 
curriculum. 

I hope that anyone who hasn't come 
to the Walled Garden will venture there 
as the magni" cent transformation of 
the land is both remarkable and highly 
commendable. 
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Optime!
In response to a request for Newsletter articles, QEHS Classics 
teacher Charmian Baring sent an email:  ªI have compiled some 
information about what the Classics students have been up to.  
They've been very busy being brilliant!  There may not be room for it 
all ¼º  

But of course there is!  Here is her report:

A number of students entered the prestigious North-East 
Classical Association Recitation Competition at Newcastle's Royal 
Grammar School in December.  They had to prepare and perform 
various dramatic pieces in Latin, such as the death of Caecilius 
from the end of Book 1 of the Cambridge Latin Course, or the 
doomed night mission of the warriors Nisus and Euryalus from 
Book 9 of Virgil's Aeneid.  

All the students performed with style and con! dence.  Will 
Lloyd triumphed over entrants from independent schools to 
win the Senior Latin competition, earning himself a great deal 
of ̀ kudos'.  Cecily Snowball and Fay Taylor won the drama in 
translation competition by performing an extract from ̀ The Rope', 
a comedy by Plautus.  They entertained everyone and displayed 
great stage presence.  Jocasta Hornsey, Rosie Mearns, Eleanor 
Hall, Ellen Churchill and Rose Woods also entered.

The students worked so hard in the Autumn term that they 
thoroughly deserved a party.  As it happened the Roman festival 
of Saturnalia coincided with the run-up to Christmas.  This was a 
time when the Romans held lots of banquets and allowed their 
slaves to pretend that they were free.  Students from all year 
groups brought a selection of Roman dishes, and some not so 
Roman, and gathered in room F10.  It was good to bring all the 
classics students together to celebrate the close of the year.

MMX* has so far proved that QEHS classicists are a force 
to be reckoned with.  Teams from Years 9, 10 and 12 entered 
a regional competition at the RGS in the style of University 

Challenge.  Everyone entered into the spirit of the event which 
tested their knowledge of myth, history, syntax and Britney 
Spears songs.  Jocasta Hornsey, Rosie Mearns and Jenny Waitt 
formed the Year 9 team and showed how much they have 
achieved this year.  Genny Armstrong, James Graham and Alex 
Miller were the Year 12 team duelling against the RGS, showing 
themselves to be equal to the task, if not the eventual winners.  
The Year 10s, consisting of Nathan Van Doorn, Fiona Liddle and 
Eleanor Hall, were quite simply legendary and stormed to victory 
by winning every single round.  Thunderous applause for QEHS 
echoed through the hall at the RGS. 

Well done everyone"  Optime"

* That's 2010 to the plebeians. 

It's all Greek to 
everyone else ¼
James Graham (Year 12)

Up until the early part of the twentieth 
century the study of Ancient Greek 
was considered an important part of 
European education.  But as is the way 
of things, time has moved on and the 
study of the Classics has lost the sense 
of importance which it once held.  Today 
it thrives only on the fringes of the 
school syllabus. 

However thrive it does at QEHS, as 
is now demonstrated in a weekly after 
school club.  Up to twenty students 
from a wide age range convene under 
the tutelage of Classics teacher Mrs 
Baring to study the tongue of Homer, 
credited with well-known tales such as 
the Iliad.

Anyone with knowledge of science 
and/or maths will be familiar with 
at least some terms derived from 
Ancient Greek as most scienti! c and 
mathematical symbols are taken from 
the Greek alphabet, such as # and $ 

(Delta) for change and % (Theta) for 
angle.  It is an under-rated marvel, and a 
credit to those who created it thousands 
of years ago, that the Greek alphabet has 
barely changed at all during all this time 
and is still used in one form or another 
by most people.

From the humble beginnings of 
getting to grips with a largely unfamiliar 
alphabet, our group swiftly progressed 
onto translating simple sentences 
from Ancient Greek into English within 
a matter of weeks.  Fortunately the 
course being followed was designed to 
factor in the unfortunate lack of time 
and resources usually associated with 
any classical study, making it practical 
to follow even at one session a week.  

Language students regularly take part in exchange visits to 
France, Germany and Spain.  In January it was the turn of a group 
of French students to visit Hexham, hosted by Year 10 students.

Those with a knowledge of Latin have 
noted the similarities between the 
languages and as such have not been 
complete beginners in the true sense of 
the term, although those without this 
advantage have coped marvellously well 
regardless.

A Year 10 student commented: ªI am 
! nding Ancient Greek club extremely 
interesting and enjoyable.  Although 
the language may not be in use now, 
I'm sure what I've learned will come in 
handy one day.º

In all, it is without a doubt 
heartening to see that the will still exists 
to study the fascinating language of the 
Ancient Greeks, to which we, even to this 
very day, still owe so much.
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RUGBY The Year 9 rugby team continues to work hard to develop as a unit.  The team has 
shown a number of battling performances against private schools, some of which 
have played rugby for a number of years more than the majority of our players.  A 
! rst win was recorded in an epic match against Duchess U14 with a result of 31-27.  
Philip Robinson helped himself to 4 tries to lead the team to victory.

Q and E band students trained hard to prepare for the highly anticipated Year 
10 Intra-! xture.  There was great interest and enthusiasm for the match which 
unfortunately fell foul of the ! rst snowfall of the winter.  We hope to play the 
match just before Easter.

The First XV team was unlucky to lose, 7-5, to King's School Tynemouth in 
the quarter ! nals of the U18 County Cup, having spent the last 30 minutes of the 
match camped on King's try line but unable to score.

GIRLS' 
RUGBY

The girls have been attending friendly matches against local schools, coached by 
two England women's rugby players, Tamar Taylor and Katy Mclean.

Years 9 and 10 girls followed a block of rugby sessions coached by Pete Telfer 
from Tynedale RFC.

HOCKEY Year 9 girls have been attending training on a Monday after school.  The team 
lost their match 5-0 to Marden High School but have more matches and a county 
tournament before Easter.

SQUASH The school-club link with Hexham Squash Club continues to thrive.  Large numbers 
of Year 11 students have bene! ted from the expert tuition o" ered by junior squash 
coach Jim Chambers.  We are hopeful that a number of students will choose to join 
the club and make extensive use of the facilities during the summer break.

VOLLEYBALL Congratulations to the Year 10 girls who won the Tyne Valley championships at 
Haydon Bridge High School.  The team was Briony Laidler, Maddy Oliver, Holly 
Dickinson, Catherine Johnston and Beth Teasdale.  The Year 10 boys ! nished third 
in their event.

Congratulations to Andrew Bell and Simon Graham who have quali! ed to 
attend the National Volleyball ! nals to be held in Birmingham.  Their Tyne Valley 
team were triumphant at the Northern Region festival.

BASKETBALLThe U18 team has quali! ed through to the National rounds, having ! nished top 
of their group of six.  Particularly good results were achieved against Gateshead 
College Basketball Academy 74-29 and Cramlington Learning Village 63-15.

The U16 team enjoyed an exciting win over Park View from Chester-le-Street, 
73-71.  The match was a great advert for the game with both sides playing some 
outstanding basketball.  The team was Mark Woodward, Rob Parker, Will Bailey, 
Fred Brown, Charles Brown, Dan Renwick, Simeon Greenwood and Dan Nixon.

NETBALL The U18 team came runners-up in the county tournament in a close ! nal which 
resulted in Duchess High School winning by one goal after extra time.  The girls 
then played in the regional tournament and performed very well with some close 
matches, giving them 6th place.  Excellent e" ort and attitude were demonstrated 
by the whole team who are unbeaten in the league so far this season.
The U14 squad has been training every week and has played many matches 
against other local schools.  They have also competed in the Northumberland 
Schools tournament where they reached the semi-! nals.  This was a close game 
and they were just beaten by Bede Academy.  The team has shown a great 
improvement since September#

Sports News

Candidate 
Con! dential
Cecily Snowball (Year 11)

10 February 2010:  The Manifestos are 
out and the votes are in and we will 
! nd out who will be the voice of our 
generation in Northumberland.  The 
votes will secure a place on the Youth 
Cabinet for the chosen candidate and 
make sure that our views and voices are 
heard by the local government, giving 
us a chance to express our thoughts 
and the opportunity for something to 
actually change.  

I managed to meet up with some 
of the hopefuls and ! nd out why 
they should get into the Cabinet or 
Parliament and how they will help 
Northumberland.

When I asked each of the candidates 
`Why do you believe that you are the 
best candidate for the Youth Cabinet', 
one student responded with ̀ Everything 
I do, I'm trying my best and I will make 
sure that everyone's voice is heard'. 
Another told me that ̀ I believe I am the 
best candidate as I am hard working, 
determined and I always try my best', 
while another who is trying for a place 
on the Parliament replied ̀ I believe I will 
represent everybody's view fairly'.

Another important feature that 
the candidate has to have is the ability 
to achieve their goals.  How will they 
achieve them?  One replied with ̀ By 
trying my best, I might not achieve them, 
but I will always try my best'.  Another 
responded with ̀ By debating well with 
my fellow members' and a further 
student answered ̀ I think my aims are 
really achievable and I would arrange 
more fundraisers.  For example with the 
road safety issue, it is not only about the 
money, it's about the awareness'.

We all know that the country is in a 
di$  cult patch at the moment so interest 
in local activities and local and global 
politics is vital to succeed as a young 
leader for Northumberland.  When 
asked what made them interested 
in becoming a youth leader for 
Northumberland, one reacted with 
`I've seen what needs to be done and I 
just thought of all the things I could do 
if elected.  I've always had an interest 
in politics and I wanted to take some 
action'.  Another replied, saying ̀ I believe 
that I will be the best to elaborate 
peoples' feelings' and another wants 
to ̀ change the way the schools are and 
make them better for everyone'.

... And the votes are in!

It's good news for QEHS:  two students 
were voted into the Youth Cabinet and 
another has made it onto the Youth 
Parliament.  

Good luck to all members and 
now the pressure is on to make sure 
everyone's view is heard#
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Boathouse started
Work has begun on the new boathouse 
on Tyne Green which will house 
equipment and facilities for Hexham 
Rowing Club, QEHS Rowing Club and 
Hexham Canoe Club.

QEHS rowers continue to win 
medals in international events despite 

New Football Kit
QEHS footballers are proudly sporting 
their new strips, thanks to a kind 

Awards Success
QEHS students featured prominently in 
the Tynedale Sports Council Awards in 
December.

The Gordon Brewis Trophy for 
young girl player of the year went to 
QEHS rower Nicola Lamb who won the 
U16 single gold medal at the national 
championships in Nottingham.  

Edward Common was awarded 
the Northumberland Playing Fields 
Association Trophy for his success at 
national powerchair football and table 
cricket.  Certi! cates in other categories 
went to Luke Batchelor, Chris Hignett 
and James Strong (basketball), Greg 
Urwin and Ian Shevlin (athletics), Ben 
Ford and Matthew Williams (rugby), 
Chloe Glendenning (canoeing), Jayne 
Hansom (athletics) and Gina Lamb 
(rugby).  Certi! cates also went to the 
U18 boys' basketball team, U18 girls' 
rugby team, U16 girls' football team and 
U16 boys' coxed four rowing team.

Congratulations to them all"

Schedule of School Holidays  (Additional Teacher Training Days are to be con• rmed)

Holiday or Occasion of Closure Date school will close Date school will reassemble

EASTER 2010 Thursday 1 April 2010 Monday 19 April 2010

MAY DAY Monday 3 May 2010

SUMMER MID-TERM 2010 Friday 28 May 2010 Monday 7 June 2010

TEACHER TRAINING DAY Monday 6 September 2010

SUMMER 2010 Friday 23 July 2010 Tuesday 7 September 2010

AUTUMN MID-TERM 2010 Friday 22 October 2010 Monday 1 November 2010

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 2010/11 Friday 17 December 2010 Tuesday 4 January 2011

SPRING MID-TERM 2011 Friday 18 February 2011 Monday 28 February 2011

EASTER 2011 Friday 15 April 2011 Tuesday 3 May 2011

increasingly inadequate facilities. 
Pauline Higgins from the QEHS 

Rowing Club points out: ªThe original 
QEHS boathouse was built about 25 
years ago by volunteers.  It has stood the 
test of time but our ever increasing # eet 
of twenty distinctive yellow boats has 
outgrown the buildings.  We are looking 
forward to the improved facilities and 
developing further the sport of rowing 
for young people in the Hexham area.

ªI would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the owner and sta$  of Hi Q Tyre 
Services for providing us with secure 
storage close to the river, enabling us to 
continue rowing throughout the build.º

Former Student Pro! le: 
Jonathan Cooke was appointed 
by the Northumberland Rugby Union 
to referee our recent U15 ! xture against 
Berwick High School.  This is simply one 
of the many activities that he enjoys.  
However his true passion is track and 
! eld and he has quite a story to tell:

A former QEHS student, Jonathan is 
a graduate of Jesus College Cambridge, 
having completed his degree and 
masters.  He also gained a ̀ Full Blue' 
having competed against Oxford 
and winning his 800m event.  He was 
appointed President of the Athletics 
Union whilst reading for his Masters and 
was elected President of the combined 
Cambridge and Oxford track team which 
travelled to the USA to record their ! rst 
victory for 26 years over a combined 
Harvard and Yale team.

Well done Jonathan"

donation by Ian Crawford of Crawford 
Higgins Associates based in Hexham.  

PE instructor Paul Main said the teams 
were very grateful to accept the kits as this 
is the ! rst year the school has had both 
a ! rst and second XI football team.  The 
season has started well for the senior team 
which has won its last seven games and 
now plays Walker in the semi ! nal of the 
Tyneside Senior Cup.

Congratulations to the captain Curt 
Banks who has been selected to represent 
Northumberland at U18 level, the ! rst 
QEHS player for four years to do this.


