Elizabeth Sneddon
Age 21

“l took two years out before going to universitychase | didn’t believe |
would get the grades to enable me to go. | hadya\waown | would go
though. | only planned to take one year out butwihe time it came to
apply again | still hadn’t decided what | wanteddtm | was also in the
middle of an Open University course: “An Introdoctito Social
Sciences” which would help me decide. Whilst ddimg course | worked
a few different jobs, which helped me decide thaally did want to go
to university and that | didn’t want to work in aét

Once | had completed my Open University courseeMkhwanted to do
a course related to sociology. | looked throughspeztuses to see which
courses were on offer and decided to do a BScimi@ology and
Sociology at Northumbria University. | am now in sgcond year of the
course and enjoying it a lot. When | originally wém University |
thought | was going to be older than everyone leldg¢here are quite a
few people who have decided to take their timeaaiding what to do so
there is a range of ages.”



Emma Irving
Age 21

"After leaving school at 17 without any A Levelsstarted a full time job
in administration, through which | received a Le2eéllVQ in Business
and Administration. It wasn't until | had been Wiog for a couple of
years that | realised that | wanted to further miyaation. | decided to go
to night classes to gain HEFCs (A Level equivaldngjudied

Psychology when | was 19 and achieved a Distindoomhis. | then
realised that if | achieved two more HEFCs theadld go to University.
The following year, when | was 20, | successfutlynpleted HEFCs

in Health Psychology and English Language. | auplo go to
Northumbria University to study Psychology and \&asepted.

| am now at University and because | made the &tifogo back to school
to gain my qualifications, it helped me to realisat this was what |
wanted as opposed to just going along with the dratven | was 18 and
going to University because | thought | shouldieasl of because | really
wanted to. | now feel that | will have earned gteing that | might
achieve this year because | made the choice areffibré to return to
education. It was a difficult decision at the titoavork full time and
attend night classes every week, as it was a Ibaad work, and then the
subsequent decision to leave my job to attend Usitye The thought of
leaving a stable and well-paid job was scary buh&end | decided that
if | wanted to do anything good with my life thémg was my last chance
to achieve something. | am very happy at Univemsitd | am glad of the
decision | made. It is all very well having a jobt if | had stayed then |
would have wondered if | was missing out on a gogguortunity."



Rebecca Sutherst
Age 21

Going to university was terrifying enough becawesseing home and
moving to a large city was completely out of my ¢orhzone, so the last
thing | wanted to worry about was money. | decitteat to make my
money last until the next loan instalment | woulddk it between the
number of weeks it had to last me by. Althoughehasuld be flexibility
within this, it meant that | did not have to woalgout finances and did
not have to rely on baked beans for days on endjddyng the weekly
money out on a Monday morning, it meant that whettéwad left on a
Sunday could be spent on shopping!

Many students leave university because of problsittsfinance,
however by doing this it meant that | organizedmgney enough so |
did not end up being in uncontrollable debt. Duénts, | could afford to
do a second degree without financial issues holdiagack. | could not
have started a second degree in 'Midwifery' wittibatexperience of my
first degree in '‘Archaeology and Ancient Historyised the confidence
that my first degree gave me to start midwiferyusoversity is not all
about gaining the qualification but is also aboaihgng confidence and
independence. It's an exciting time but extremalynding for everyone,
So just be yourself and remember that everyonei®se scared as you
are, even if they don't look it!



Terri Anne Robinson.
Age 21.

“I originally applied to do BA Hons Ancient Historat Newcastle
University. They gave me a conditional offer ofBRZ, so when |
discovered | had got A,B,D, | was worried they ntight accept this. |
rang up the university and found out they didniténa place for me on
their Ancient History Course but could offer melage on their Joint
Honours, Ancient History and Archaeology. | accdpteeir offer and |
never regretted this decision.

| moved into university accommodation in Newcagbiemy first year. |
loved having the freedom to do what | wanted whesahted, but still
being in close enough proximity to go home wherahted to. However
at the end of my first year | began to suffer depi@n, and although | had
already arranged to move into a house with friehdsgde the decision to
move home and commute to university. | soon boogfself a car and
found it gave me back some of the freedom | wasimgsbecause I'd
moved home. | never found living at home a probfenuniversity.
People have asked me if | felt a bit cut off fromwversity life but | never
found that | was. Many of my friends also travelfemm home or had
flats of their own where | was always welcome tysso | never found
living out of Newcastle a problem. | stayed hometh® next 2 years

until | graduated.”



Fraser Adams
Age 21

| was quite lucky in that | knew exactly where Int&d to go in life, |
wanted to be an engineer in agriculture, and tge#&b choice was to
apply for a degree in Bsc Agricultural Engineerifere is only one
university left which does this course so | leth@ol after doing my A
levels in CDT and Physics and went to Harper Adbimisersity on a 4
year course which included a year in industry.

| came to university not knowing what to expeatids moving away to a
university of just over 2000 students situateduirak Shropshire with no
car, so transport was going to be an issue ascthiest town was 4 miles
away from campus. | didn't know anyone who wentehm®or did | know
anyone who had been before. However | didn’t |t filze me, | had
already been down for an open day and thoughtstpretty good.

| thought money would be a real struggle but singerk every summer
on farms, | had managed to save up something bet@amme to
university. Keeping a close eye on my money waa titough because |
really needed to buy myself a car as | was to\dediin town in the &
yr. I've managed alright so far on my student lbah| couldn’t have
afforded the car | now have had | not worked ewenymer.

Once | started at university | found out | was dyst, but | had my eyes
opened to the opportunities that were out ther@éaple leaving
university. | changed my degree from Agriculturalgiheering, to
Agricultural Engineering with Marketing and Managamhas | thought
this might be more relevant in getting a job ingdompany.

Going to Harper Adams was the best choice in IHavye made so far, |
have made a lot of friends and have not only lehmkot about
engineering but I've also learned a lot about nfyeed loved every
minute of it.

Going to university isn’t just about the qualifiats, it's about meeting
new friends, experiencing new things, going nevegdaand getting away
from the constant nagging of parents. But mostlpita about having
fun!



Lydia Outhwaite.

My name is Lydia Outhwaite and | left 6th form i@03. | then took a
year out, which was so much - you didn't have toryvabout work or
applying to university in upper sixth. | just reéakand earned some
money and saw a lot of my friends who stayed ardaadIt was also a
great opportunity to stop and think about wheredwd go from there. |
always knew | wanted to go to university but wasate whether | should
pursue my love for Drama and go straight to a dracm@ol or go to
university.

| decided to go to university and I'm now in myrthyear at
Loughborough University studying Drama. Universgyhe most fun,
amazing experience and | would tell anyone in tbeavto go. You meet
so many new people from all parts of the country atfier countries.
You go out all the time, meeting people and sagiad and if you do
what you most enjoy, your whole experience can bderen times
better. | love my course and all the work and lehaever been in that
situation. | always disliked exams but here | dba'te to do any, just
practical and coursework based.

You can basically chose whatever course you wadbtand if you don't
enjoy it universities often let you change to sdnreg else that suits what
you'd like better.

I'm so sad that I'm going to leave soon but so alpat | came and did it
all. Now | have friends everywhere and | experiehibang in a house
with my friends in second year. It is something thaelieve everyone
should do if they want to.



Hayley Thanner

The finances of a student are probably the mosssul thing of
going to university. | greatly underestimated thaation | found myself
in, especially from going from living at home withy parents to paying
rent, tuition fees, household bills, etc (and baiene when | say the list
Is endless!!!). The student loan does help greatly for me paid for the
big things, like tuition fees and my rent but thets it, they tended to cost
that much that you needed another income to coverything else.
Personally | used up my entire overdraft within fingt two semesters at
university because | was not used to managing mpemand some
habits are hard to change!!!! | found that altholighst about managed to
cope with alot of help from my parents, who | aiti paying back! In all
honesty if | did it again | would find myself a paime job in first year
and stick with it, its probably the only way to gétough without the
sleepless nights of worrying about missing rent!

However, the financial experience is differentdéoeryone; some
friends of mine had actually prepared for univgraid had savings,
although they still did get stressed at times. @tlhere worse than me,
one good friend, had a great paying job, full loam{uition fees to pay
and still was in a worse situation than myself tuthe worst possible
thing a student can do, credit cards! She thougis great at the time,
being able to buy and thought the repayments woelfine but all her
wages went on paying them off and she was left nathing. Credit
cards have caused more stress than anything els®; opinion, just
don’t go there!

There is help if you find yourself in problemsmlyself in second
year had problems with a housemate and found mghgible to pay his
rent. In those situations the university can helphwhe Access to
Learning Fund but it's not much and can only benoésl once a year if
you have special circumstances.

Although, many of my experiences are not gredtyal need is
management and to listen to advice, the one thlegrht was to actually
listen to my parents and talk to them when | foumgself in a financial
hole. They tended to know an answer and had bess #ind wanted to
help, but even when they couldn’'t work it out, it chelp to just tell
someone to get perspective on it! Most of the titmeally wasn't as bad
as | thought it was, it always worked out and isritaput me off, im
going back to university to do another degree, ust going to do some
saving first.

Good luck to all, don’t let the money put you offf!!



Matthew Penny

I'm in the final year of my degree at Bath doinglasters in Chemistry.
I'm hoping to do a PhD next year (had an intervoewl hursday at UCL)
in Synthetic Organic Chemistry. I'm not sure whiatlb after that but I'd
quite like to go to work in the pharmaceutical istty as | did a
placement at GSK last year and had a really gooe.ti

I've had a really good time at Bath and would thigidy recommend
going to university. However | wouldn't say univigrss for everyone
unless they really know they want to study a paldicsubject because
they enjoy it. | was lucky that | ended up doin@ietistry because | really
enjoy it, | wouldn't have been able to make thaigien at the start of
upper 6th when we had to apply.



John Farrer

| have always wanted to be an engineer, prefeialilye aeronautical
industry due to my interest in aircraft. | lookddlagrees and studied A-
level subjects that would allow me access to eraging courses at
university, such as, physics and maths. | tookaa gat when | finished
my A Levels so | could chill and save money for wheavent to
university.

| started my degree at University of Surrey’s Fanoigh College of
Technology. The first year at Farnborough was doaglit gave me the
chance to meet new people in a different part efctbuntry and to learn
new skills. However it was quite expensive to likkere, as the university
had no accommodation so | had to lodge with a farhthadn’t expected
this due to the fact that | had visited the colldgeyear before and it had
university accommodation but it was closed for reatimn for my first
year.

The issues of living and the cost continued to gsow decided to move
to another institution. | waited until | had recedvmy first semester
results before proceeding so that | could see fgath, my level of skill
in this subject. | found that | had a high moduterage so a move to
another university would not be out of reach. Itected my second
choice university, Salford. The university has guitgh standings in
terms of engineering. | contacted the universitydiier and received a
reply relatively quickly, telling me to ring one tife lecturer’'s who deals
with transfers. | was given a conditional plac&alford University on
the basis that | pass all 12 modules from the yiesir. The university
then sorted out a new UCAS application form forgmito the second
year of their Aeronautical Engineering degree.

| passed all 12 modules and informed Salford Umsiagiof my results. |
also informed Farnborough College of technologhaih institutions
could arrange the transfer. Once this was completiedelled to
Manchester to sign the relevant paper work forttéwesfer. This also
allowed me to take another look around the uniterdiround this time |
also had to sort out university accommodation @pland fill out the
student loan forms with the change of instituti@tadls. It seemed like a
lot of paper work but the university system madesagy for me to
transfer.

Starting at Salford meant | had another fresheekvwe look forward to. |
moved into Castle Irwell Student Village the niglefore freshers began.



The guys from the 6-bed flat | moved into were geeal within an hour
of moving in they had taken me out to a house paittgy already knew
each other as they had lived together the yeardéiat they accepted me
straight away and being the only Geordie, | soarabe the centre of
attention for Geordie jokes and bad impressiongyTdlso introduced me
to someone who was doing my course, which meanéWwksomeone in
my lecture class before | started the course. iflade it less awkward for
me on my first day of lectures. The work was vemilar to what | had
been doing at Farnborough, so within 2 weeks lwadking as well, if

not better than | had before.

| graduated from Salford with a First Class Honamd now work as a
mechanical design engineer for Composite Desigmp&uhtd, in
conjunction with Komatsu UK Ltd. | left Manchestgith great friends
and times that | will remember for the rest of nig.|



Christopher Russell

My GCSE results were not as good as | hoped. Thegtades |
got that were worth doing something with were twse iB Engineering. |
was interested in engineering but not sure whairited to do.. As | did
not have 5 GCSE grade C and above | could notastat school to do
engineering. My maths paper was remarked at adaiterand | did get a
C, which would help me with my engineering.

The reason | went to college was because of my GiE&des, |
wanted to stay on at Queen Elizabeth High School bigdn’t have the
grades | needed. | decided to go along to a colpge day and find out
what courses they offered in engineering. | was &ddout a few courses
to do with engineering and was told with my grablesuld do aerospace
engineering, | was really interested in this areangineering and had
been for some time. The only problem | had withadberse is | have to
do A Level maths and science. Which | thought migghta struggle but
I’'m managing fine.

| was also very hesitant about going to collegirsit For the first
week | found it uninteresting but after the firgek we started more
practical lessons and got to go to the airportvaork on planes, which |
really enjoy. | have a lot more freedom at collegggough there is a lot
more work to do than | had been used to at sclBudll feel it was
definitely the right choice, going to college rathi®an staying at school.

When | started at the college | was in the acclesscwhich is a
class that takes 6 months longer before movingdhe Diploma. This
course is for students who do not have 5 GCSE gr&@&dend above, but
are good at engineering. After my maths paper wamrked | was
moved up straight to the Diploma course. Now witly@® months left of
my first year of this course, | am glad | went tdlege. | have made a lot
more progress now than | ever did at school. Thizecause | find my
course very interesting and | enjoy going to cadleg

My course involves a lot of theory work but als@ laagood
amount of practical work. Monday to Wednesday testy lesson is in
the classroom. On Thursday’s we have a practisable at the Aviation
Academy at Newcastle Airport. The facilities at #igort include a fully
operational 737 and models of the landing gearatiner parts of the
plane such as different engines.



| travel to college on the service bus, which | \abte to get a bus
pass for from County Hall, which | would have hachave to travel to
school anyway, costing the same £360. You canlpayronthly, which
works out at about £9 a week which is great.



Emma Crowe
Age 22

| arrived in Glasgow not knowing what it would bkel or who | would
meet. | knew absolutely no one there, nor had hldeevisit the place
before | had moved into student halls. At firsiyds completely daunted.
Glasgow seemed, at the time, absolutely massivelmember, on my
first day of lectures, getting lost on my way tawemsity, because | had
no idea where to go.

| didn’t get put-off by any of this, and | stucktiit. One of the reasons |
came to Glasgow was to try out the “city-life”, ahdhought I'd do it
while | was young, to see whether or not it sumeel After four years
here, | love it! It is easy to get around, espé&ciahen you make friends
and go exploring together, and the subway makesllbt easier.

| only applied to do English Language at Univershut | found when |

got here that | had to do two other subjects to gagdits. | did English
Literature and Scottish History in First Year, dfnglish Literature and
Classical Civilisation in Second Year. Doing thesdra subjects was
useful as it prompted me to work harder and it gareeideas of when |
wanted to do after university. They also offeredbaportunity to change
what your final degree would be, for example, someeoould apply to
the university to do German, but leave with a Raitlegree.

In second year, | originally planned to do a jolMbnours English
Language and Literature, but | didn't get the geatle carry on with

Literature. Now I'm in my final year, and I'm gldddidn’t carry on with

Literature, as | realised afterwards that | didpétrticularly enjoy it in

comparison to Language.

Money is a huge problem for me, and | would ardwet tonstant saving
Is probably the only criticism | have of the stutéfe. | am especially
glad that | was sensible enough to save money é&efocame to
university. | cannot get financial help from my flynwhich surprises a
lot of people. | rely solely on my student loan andney | earn in the
holidays. This means | have to be very sensibla wibney, so | tend to
not go out drinking much, and | relish special offen supermarkets!
Being in this situation has allowed me to fully egpate the value of
money more and | feel | can manage money a loeb#tan others who
rely on their parents for rent and other luxuries.

Going to university is the best thing | have evenel | have met new
people from all parts of the world and I've madensogreat friends. |
have been to places | would never have gone hai tame here, and



have experienced all kinds of weather — in Glasgbvean be sunny,
cold, windy, rainy and snowy all in one day!

People think that university is all about studyfieg exams and getting
drunk with your mates, but it is much more thant.thEhe culture

surrounding it allows you to meet great people,rsae places and try out
things you’ve never done before. You find out adbbut yourself - you
take that final leap into adulthood and grow up.sMmonportantly, you

enjoy yourself!

| came to university homesick, lonely, yet optinusand excited, and |
will leave educated, happy and independent withntgleof happy

memories!



