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Oxford Explained -
Students, Parents and 

Carers
Hannah Snell
Senior Outreach Officer



Online Guidelines

• Please be aware if you have your video/mic on during the call –

you’re welcome to keep these off until you have a question.

• Please ask questions – either in the chat or by unmuting – there 

will be a few breaks for questions.

• If there’s anything you want to follow up on afterwards:

outreach@st-annes.ox.ac.uk
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Session Outline

• Oxford University and what makes it different

• The Oxbridge application process

• Support – financial, welfare, academic

• Useful resources

• Q&A (and you can use the chat at any time)
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Where are we?
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Oxford University

5

X 

23,000!

X 100!
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University College

Academic 

Department 

(Faculty)

• Sets content and 
structure of courses;

• Organises lectures, 
seminars and lab 
work

• Sets and marks 
exams

• Awards degrees
• Provides student 

services such as 
counselling and 
careers

• Provide 
accommodation, 
meals, common 
rooms, sports and 
social facilities

• Provide pastoral 
care

• Organise tutorial 
teaching

• Offer students 
support of personal 
tutor

• Select undergraduate 
students for admission



Colleges
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• 34 undergraduate colleges

• Each student belongs to a college

• Smaller communities

• More than just a living space:

• Meet new people

• Academic and pastoral care

• Accommodation and dining

• Events



Colleges
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Colleges
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What is important 
to me?

Open application?Open application? 
What’s important to 

me?



Tutorial System

• Small group teaching environments

• Personal approach to learning –

individual feedback

• Explore, exchange and challenge 

ideas

• Essays, problem sheets, 

presentations
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Applying to Oxford



Applying to Oxford
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UCAS Application

Tests

Written work

❑ Confirm which tests you 
need to take

❑ Find your test centre 
(usually your school)

❑ Register for test by 
6pm, 15 October

❑ Take test on given date 
– majority 

November 2021, Law   
is earlier!

❑ Choose your course
❑ Choose college or 

open application
❑ Write Personal 

Statement
❑ Organise Academic 

Reference
❑ Submit from early 

September

❑ Deadline is 6pm 
on 15 October

❑ Check if written work 
required for your 
subject

❑ Use advice from 
faculty and your 
teachers to choose

❑ Submit to your 
college by 10 
November

Interviews
❑ If you are 

shortlisted, 
1 – 20 
December

Decisions

Jan 2022

If deferring, check this is 
possible - not all courses 

allow

June July August September October November December January



North East Applications
2018-20 Figures

• 2.0% of applicants

• 2.1% of students admitted

• 67 students in 2020

• 9 offers in 2021 made to students 

on our Aim for Oxford outreach 

programme (37% success rate vs 

24% average)

• 2.6% of students in the region 

achieve AAA+

13



Choosing a degree - Oxford
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Archaeology and Anthropology

Biochemistry

Biology

Biomedical Sciences

Chemistry

Classics

Classical Archaeology & Ancient 

History

Computer Science

Earth Sciences

Economics and Management

Engineering Science

English Language & Literature

Experimental Psychology

Fine Art

Geography

History

History of Art

Human Sciences

Law

Materials Science

Mathematics

Medicine

Modern Languages

Music

Oriental Studies

Philosophy, Politics & Economics

Philosophy & Theology

Psychology, Philosophy & 

Linguistics

Physics

Theology & Religion

A*A*A-AAA, Foundation Year also available



Course Choice – Does it Matter?

• 2020 – around than 22,000 applicants 

for 3,300 undergraduate places

• Average of 6 applicants per place

• Some courses have more applicants 

per place than others …

• All statistics online:

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/under

graduate/courses/course-listing

• Annual Admissions Statistics Report
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Course Average Number of Applicants
per Place 2014-2018

Economics and Management 15.3

Computer Science 14.2

Medicine 10.7

Biomedical Sciences 9.8

Maths and Computer Science 8.4

History and Politics 8.2

Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics

8.2

Mathematics 7.8

Law 7.7

Physics 6.7

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/course-listing
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Do we offer 

a course 

YOU would 

enjoy?

Are YOU 

predicted 

the right 

grades?

Would YOU    

find our   

teaching 

style 

engaging?

Are YOU 

ready for 

the   

academic 

challenge?

UCAS Application Oxbridge -
additional

Previous grades (GCSE 
or equivalent)

Admissions Tests

Predicted grades (A 
level or equivalent)

Written Work

Personal Statement Interviews

Teacher Reference Contextual data



Personal Statement – 80%
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WHY do you 

want to study 

this subject?

What 

EVIDENCE do 

you have?

What OTHER 

ACHIEVEMENTS do 

you have? (20%)
Why were you first drawn to the 

subject?

What questions do you have?

What particularly 

interests/excites you?

Relate this to your current 

studies

Reading

Relevant work 

experience

TV/Radio/Podcasts

Lectures

Summer schools

Taster days

Essay competitions

Not so important for Oxford 

and Cambridge, but can be for 

other universities 

Use these things to 

demonstrate suitability for 

university study – focus on 

transferable skills



Selection Criteria
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Look at course descriptions and 

selection criteria



Interview

• Early-mid December

• Invited late November, outcome early-mid January

• Usually more than 1 interview

• Oxford – 2-3 days

• Tutorial-like environment

• 2020 and 2021 – All Interviews Online
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Oxbridge Interview 

Workshops 
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Capacity for critical and 

analytical thought

Passion for 

subject

Enthusiasm for 

learning

Willingness/ability to manage 

a heavy workload

Desire to be 

stretched 

academically

Independent 

thought

Ability to absorb and 

use new ideas 
Academic 
Potential
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Support Provided



Financial Support
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ANNUAL 
HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME

YOUR NON-REPAYABLE
CRANKSTART BURSARY 

(PER YEAR)

£5,000 or less £5,000

£5,001-£27,500 £4,200

ANNUAL 
HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME

YOUR NON-REPAYABLE
OXFORD BURSARY (PER 

YEAR)

£16,000 or less £3,200

£16,001 - £20,000 £3,000

£20,001 - £22,500 £2,750

£22,501 - £25,000 £2,500

£25,001 - £30,000 £2,000

£30,001 - £35,000 £1,500

£35,001 - £40,000 £800

£40,001 - c.£42,875 £500

Tuition 
Fees

Living 
Costs

University 
Support

Government 
Loans

• Start repaying at £25,000 pa 

income

• After 30 years the loan is cleared, 

even if you haven’t finished 

paying it off!



Welfare Support
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• Disability Advisory Service

• University Counselling Service

• Peer Supporters and Welfare Reps

• Deans of Welfare, Personal Tutors, 

College Staff, College Nurse

• Care Leavers

https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/welfare

https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/welfare


This is what an Oxford student looks like…
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Bridging Support

• Standard offer, welcome events, online 

activities and a residential before starting 

at Oxford.

• Reduced offer – state school and 

personal disadvantage/disrupted 

education. Pass the year-long course and 

progress onto undergraduate study.
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Useful Resources



Oxford Resources
• Oxford for North East https://www.ox.ac.uk/oxfordforNE

oxfordfornortheast@admin.ox.ac.uk

• AIM FOR OXFORD (Year 12)

• (Virtual) Open Days  https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/virtual-open-day and 

linked North East Residential

• Oxplore https://oxplore.org/

• Applying to Oxford https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford

• Advice for Families https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-

oxford/familysupporters

• Admissions Tests: http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-

oxford/guide/admissions-tests
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https://www.ox.ac.uk/oxfordforNE
mailto:oxfordfornortheast@admin.ox.ac.uk
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/virtual-open-day
https://oxplore.org/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/familysupporters
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/guide/admissions-tests


• Free online programme run by the wider University
• Prepare for University, explore interesting subjects
• Begins in April
• Work with current students and academics at Oxford
• Connect with other students in your region and across the UK through 

social and academic activities
• State school only – students selected based on grades, socio economic 

and educational background
• 2500 places
• Deadline: 15th March

Apply now www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/

UNIQ 2021

http://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/


Explore your interests
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Meet our Students!

https://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/study-
here/undergraduate/working-with-

schools/meet-our-students-and-
alumnae/

Chat with our Students:

https://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/chat-
with-our-students/

https://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate/working-with-schools/meet-our-students-and-alumnae/
https://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/chat-with-our-students/
https://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk/chat-with-our-students/
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Keep in Touch:
Email: outreach@st-annes.ox.ac.uk

Twitter: @StAnnesOutreach

@StAnnesCollege

St Anne’s College Outreach

mailto:outreach@st-annes.ox.ac.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZptK3Q_BuOGIUA4PGjZ8zw
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Before you go …

https://oxford.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/p
arentcarer-feedback

https://oxford.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/parentcarer-feedback

