
Curriculum Overview 
 

Year 9 Drama 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Autumn 1 

(September-
October) 

Devising: Runaway 
 
Students will begin with an imaginative ‘crime scene’ set on stage, using clues to 
create characters, stories, and theories about what happened. This is many 
students’ first drama experience, so the focus is on building confidence and 
teamwork skills such as trust, communication, and cooperation. 
Through group work, students will learn how to devise their own original theatre 
pieces using a range of creative techniques (such as hot seating, still image, 
flashback, narration, and transitions). They’ll also be introduced to basic design 
elements including costume, set, and sound. 
This project lays the foundation for future drama work, giving students a taste of 
the devising process – a key part of the GCSE Drama course for those who choose 
to continue at Key Stage 4. 
 
Career Links: Teamwork, creative thinking, and communication are key skills in 
careers such as film and TV production, advertising, marketing, teaching, and 
event planning. 

Autumn 2 
(October-
December) 

Devising: Stage Combat 
Students will develop their devising skills further by exploring stage combat and 
physical theatre. They’ll learn safe and controlled combat techniques through 
practical workshops, focusing on timing, reaction, and teamwork without any real 
physical contact. 
Using themes from Romeo and Juliet, students will reimagine scenes in a modern 
context, creating short group performances that build physicality, characterisation, 
and storytelling skills. Furthermore, this project allows students to consolidate 
their previous learning, providing the opportunity to further develop a range of 
performance skills, build confidence in performance and ability to work as part of a 
team. These are all highly useful and important life skills for our students to 
practice.   
 
Career Links: Students gain physical performance and teamwork skills useful in 
careers such as stunt coordination, movement directing, sports coaching, film 
choreography, and performing arts. 
 

Spring 1 
(January-
February) 
Spring 2 
(February-
March) 

Scripts: Various 
In this project, students will explore and perform short extracts from different 
scripts, learning how to interpret text and understand a playwright’s intentions. 
The focus will be on how stereotypes are represented through characters, linking 
to ideas they’ve already studied in other subjects. By this stage, students will be 
more confident performing and working collaboratively, applying new drama 
techniques and vocabulary to bring scripts to life. 
This work also introduces skills relevant to Component 2 of the GCSE Drama 
course. 
 
Career Links: Understanding scripts and characters develops literacy, empathy, and 
presentation skills, valuable for careers in acting, journalism, law, public relations, 
media presenting, and creative writing. 
 



Summer 1 
(April-May) 

Designing & Evaluating theatre: Hamilton 
This project brings together everything students have learned so far, combining 
practical performance and design skills. Using the musical Hamilton as inspiration, 
they’ll explore how lighting, sound, costume, and set design help communicate 
ideas and enhance performance. 
Students will learn to think like theatre-makers, analysing creative choices and 
reflecting on how performance and design work together to engage an audience. 
 
Career Links: These skills link to creative and technical careers such as set and 
costume design, sound and lighting engineering, stage management and creative 
production. 
 

 


